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CORRECTION 

Duluth's new GLBT nightclub, the Flame Nightclub (above, co-owner Alvin 
Berg), was erroneously listed as being in Canal Park in Issue 450. It is located 
at 26 N. First Ave. W in Downtown Duluth. www.duluthflame.com. 
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call JEFF DEAN 
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Minnesota Premier Home Improvement Specialists 
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FROM THE EDITOR | Andy Lien 


I'm sitting at my desk just hours before leaving for 
my first vacation since taking this job over a year ago. 
I'm pretty much crawling out of my skin, in a good way. 
I also feel a little bit sassier—fortified—in my new or- 
ange VOTE NO t-shirt. In my size. I know. They didn't 
apparently exist, but now they do. I'm stoked. 

My destination is Seattle, Washington, for a bit... 
and then ГИ go up (north) to check out Vancouver and 
Whistler in Canada. Knowing that these are extremely 
GLBT-friendly places to go, believe me: this isn't the 
last you've heard of my trip. Like any writer/photog- 
rapher/editor worth her salt, ГИ make sure the whole 


thing will be documented for you. 

What I'm curious about is what kind of reaction my VOTE NO 
shirt will get as I travel. I'm big, it's orange; together, we'll be a visual 
force to reckon with. I anticipate conversations, particularly at the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul airport today. But, I also anticipate friendliness, 
particularly in Washington, where marriage equality is also at the 
fore, as well as Gay Whistler, where same-sex marriage is celebrated. 

It won't always be comfortable. For one thing, I don't wear bright 
colors. Those of you who encounter me in the wild know that it's rare 
to see me in anything other than black, though I do make an attempt 
to be more chromatic at our events than I do on any other day. This 
bright orange shirt visually propels me into your eyeballs. Then, 
VOTE NO. It's in your face but not demanding that your attention 
stay with it. Glance at me, look away. Go ahead. The impression has 
still been made...and, with it, will be a smile. 

I'm friendly. My message is one about love. It's a little touchy- 
feely when you think about it: make love, not war. I come in peace 
and I hope to be received in peace as well. 

Similarly, this approach can be applied to a little problem we're 
having in this campaign. Have you noticed how many of us are 
preaching to the choir? Multiple people have mentioned this to me, 
how even Lavender is speaking to a mostly friendly audience...so 
how do we expand the campaign? Of course everyone thumbs-ups 
our VOTE NO posts on Facebook—if our circles are only the like- 
minded folks, it makes sense. How can we move past the choir to 
include more people? 

A bright orange shirt and a smile both help. 

What could be the equivalent in effect, but without the change of 
wardrobe or head-turning color? 

Ihave a possible solution. 

You know how many of us are just SO DONE and OVER the 
people from home? You know, the people we never have to deal 
with again unless we go home to high school reunions or run into 


them at the grocery store. The people that we are even a little proud 
about being beyond...or for having left them behind. Some of them 
aren't proven to be intolerant, but they're in that halo effect of a more 
narrow-minded childhood. A painful young-adulthood. A harrow- 
ing college experience before coming out. Heck, a weird comment 
string on a shared friend's Facebook post. All of these are places that 
might leave us with a bad taste in our mouths in terms of dealing with 
people. We write them off simply due to guilt by association. 

Гуе noticed that there are the intolerant people and that there are 
the people who are still considering. They're very quiet people; they 
don't comment or express "Like" over things, but they're watching. 
They won't wear an orange t-shirt. They're the people who won't 
stand on a soapbox, but will still be voting in November. 

And they might VOTE NO. 

Who are they? I have my suspicions. Think back to the people 
who were more neutral in your past. The ones who you have had 
some sort of relationship with but wouldn't call them close—the ones 
who you've encountered. You could encounter them again...like on 
Facebook. You could "friend" them. You could have just as neutral 
of a relationship with them as you did the first go-round, but, this 
time, you're different. You're open about your life and your goals. 
You show them, kind of like wearing a t-shirt or putting up a lawn 
sign or posting a video on your own Facebook page, that you're a 
person who they (still and now) know, who is negatively effected by 
this proposed amendment. That you, by existing in their repertoire 
of people, deserve consideration. 

Antagonism isn't necessarily the way to go with these new-old 
friends. Living and teaching by example is a less heavy-handed 
way of dealing with the issue of equal rights. We've been talking 
about how telling our stories will make the difference in fighting this 
amendment—your Facebook page is telling your story. And people 
are watching and taking notes. Thankfully. 

Гуе mentioned before how I'm from Cokato, a conservative com- 
munity that's west of the Twin Cities by about an hour. I know there 
are people there who I've left geographically, but who I am happy to 
never say I've “left behind.” They're people who I can draw into the 
conversation simply by not letting up on this issue of VOTING NO. 
They are people who I might not even know are part of the choir I’m 
preaching to. 

Invite people into your choirs. Preach by living your life. Expand 
your circle of influence in a gentle way. Or, heck, get your own blaze- 
orange VOTE NO t-shirt. 

Whatever you do, don't mistake all the thumbs-ups on VOTE NO 
posts as indicating a victory. See them for what they are: encourage- 
ment. 

With you...and with thanks, 

Andy О 
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Air Gonditioner Sale! 
SAVE 


5650... 


ON IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION! 
e Financing starting at $59/Month 0.А.С. 
e Lower your cooling cost up to 40% 
e Family owned and operated since 1930 
Call now for your FREE in-home estimate or 
schedule online at standardheating.com 


LORING KITCHEN ВАК 
PATIO РАУ5| BEE 


HAVE LIMITED AVAILABILITY AAIR CONDITIONING 
612-824-2656 651-772-2449 
SCORE YOUR SEATS TODAY | |®12 524-2856 SEE 


www.LoniNcKrrcHEN.coM * [612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS OVER 400,000 SATISFIED TWIN CITIES CUSTOMERS 


А 112-year history. Curriculum and clinical 


La W S C | | О О programs that develop theoretical and practical 
skills from day one. A faculty connected to 


the practice. Full-time and part-time options. 


To Г t h e Students from all walks of life and professions. 


In short, we give our students exactly what they 


need to succeed in the real world. 
e d О Г Practical wisdom. 
[| 


Real experience. Real impact. WILLIAM MITCHELL 


COLLEGE OF LAW 
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ZZ A WORD IN EDGEWISE | EB. Boatner 


It's Not Going To Get Better Without NO! 


Гуе written about the far right's increasing misogyny before: “Is 
It something in the Water?” (440) and “Cherchez la Femme?” (443). 

In the first, Chuck Winder, (R-Boise) defended his bill requiring 
pre-abortion ultrasounds saying, “Rape and incest was used as a rea- 
son to oppose this [bill]. I would hope that when a woman goes in 
to a physician with a rape issue, that physician will indeed ask her 
about perhaps her marriage, was this pregnancy caused by normal 
relations in a marriage or was it truly caused by a rape.” In the sec- 
ond, Georgia State Representative Bobby Franklin had introduced a 
bill requiring proof that а woman’s miscarriage or spontaneous abor- 
tion occurred naturally—without intervention. Lacking that proof, she 
could face felony charges. 

More recently, Republican Congressman (MO) Todd Akin dis- 
played his vast ignorance by prating that “legitimately” raped women 
“rarely” get pregnant. On the heels of the ensuing brouhaha, Sharon 
Barnes, high-ranking Missouri Republican, defended him, asserting 
he had “phrased it badly.” She went on to append her own religious 
interpretation: “If God has chosen to bless this person [the rape vic- 


tim] with a life, you don’t kill it.” (Consider the old Yiddish saying, “If 
I knew God, I'd be God.) 

Ignorance and religion remain the preferred weapons against rea- 
son and personal choice. There is no way to change the Winders, 
Franklins, Akinses and Barneses. But their intransigent positions, 
their very existence as a force in our country, makes it imperative in 
these weeks before the November election to talk with the undecided 
and stress the importance on voting NO on both the marriage and 
the voter ID amendments. 

Beyond voting NO on these two amendments to our state constitu- 
tion, we need to consider the need to apply “no” even more broadly. 
Think carefully, and discuss with others, what saying “yes” to any given 
candidate may mean. Would that candidate use his/her religion to legis- 
late your civil rights? The rights of others? Is he/she content to rest easy 
in their own “haveness” dismissing the “have-nots”? Is he/she thinking, 
“I, my daughter, my sister, won't be raped-forbid all abortions.”? 

Vote NO on the amendments and NO to anyone of any party who 
would demean women and curtail the civil rights of any citizen. 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


20 Years Experience in: 


Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. « Minneapolis « (612) 822-0865 


www jerryaburg.com 
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think 
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BAM! 
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3930 W. 50th St. Edina MN 
USA 
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lam proud to be the first LASIK surgeon in 
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THE MOST ADVANCED LASIK 
PROCEDURE IN THE WORLD 
• Increased comfort 8 safety 
e Fastest visual recovery 
e Short procedure time 
e Superior vision results 
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a 
ш 
a 
= 
ш 
3 
c 
> 
e 


LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


DULUTH/SUPERIOR PRIDE 


SEPTEMBER 1-2 
PARADE. " | PARADE | PARK. 
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Skin problems? Skin doctors. 


Be comtortable 
BLOCK PARTY у d 
in your skin. 


Whether it's a unsightly mole, annoying rash or another new wrinkle, 
the Board Certified doctors at Dermatology Consultants can help with 
any skin challenges. With years of specialized medical training, we're the 
Twin Cities’ skin care experts. Call us today at 651-209-1600 and mention 


Lavender Magazine when you schedule your consultation. 

St. Paul e Eagan e Woodbury • Vadnais Heights • dermatologyconsultants.com 
dermatology gw 

CONSULTANTS 


skin. care. experts. 
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MANKATO PRIDEFEST 
SEPTEMBER 8 
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Kathleen Watson 


INDIGO GIRLS 


PARK 


TUE - THU « SAT - SUN 
2p - 7p 


990 CENTRAL AVE. NE, MINNEAPOLIS | lushfoodbar.com 


Jukebox e Video Games • 3 756 Pool Tables ° Pinball ° Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 
ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 3 PM-2 АМ • Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


i 


Always A Good Time 
Never A Cover Charge 


` Singles Pool 


TOURNAMENT 


Sun., October 21 « 4 PM 


NC 


OK ob 4 "MI Уз 


Your BARTENDER 


ANDREW 


12024505, о (QUA) STAGES о www.A9bar.itgo.com 


Proudly, Our Since 1952 
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SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


The Brothers Size. Photo by Travis Anderson 


THE BROTHERS SIZE 
Through Sept. 29 


Guthrie’s Dowling Studio, 818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 


(612) 377-2224 
wwWw.guthrietheater.org 


For those concerned about the focus of many members of the 
African-American community who do not support marriage equal- 
ity, be aware that Tarell McCraney is a 30-ish gay African-American 
playwright who clearly lights the way to a brighter future. His 
acclaimed The Brothers Size has opened as a Pillsbury House/Mt. 
Curve Production at the Guthrie's Dowling Studio. And brother, 


does it crackle! 


The Good Fight. Photo by George Grantham 
Bain Collection (Library of Congress) 


Trilogy and frankly, it's far superior 
to the first installment, the over- 
rated In the Red and Brown Water, 
in which McCraney evoked images 
of women one would not expect 
from a thoughtful gay playwright. 
But with The Brothers Size, he 
knows what he's writing about, and 
he has written it beautifully. Also, 
you don't need to see the previous 
show to understand this one. The 
Brothers Size stands on its own. 
Moreover, how refreshing to see 
a gay playwright reflect on men's 
issues and not just gay issues. 
Decades ago, many gay-identified 
writers and their readers/audi- 
ences got so caught up in identity 
politics of their own and their allies 
that they misplaced their capacity 
to understand men in general. Not 
the case with McCraney, and it's 
splendid to see that reclaimed. 
Indeed, though there are a few 
moments that can be read as ho- 
moerotic in the play, it's not a “gay 
play." McClinton says it “speaks 
to all levels of love between black 
men and its possibilities. Also the 
fear that love creates when the full- 
ness of those possibilities become 
known. These are men struggling 
to be in control of their own lives 


Playwright Anne Bertram has 
a visceral sense of women's his- 
tory, whether she's writing about 
axe-murderer Lizzie Borden or the 
background to the novel, Franken- 
stein. Her latest focuses on Grace 
Roe (played by Jennifer Kudelka), 
who Bertram relates “was the fourth 
in line for chief organizer of the 
Women's Social and Political Union, 
the militant suffrage organization 
in England. Grace ended up in 
charge after a police raid on the 
WSPU offices in 1913. I chose her 
story because she was the one who 
decided to create the bodyguard. 
Up to that point, WSPU had drawn 
a very clear line: they did violence 
against property, smashing windows 
and so on, but never against living 
creatures. ‘Not a man, woman, child, 
cat or canary' as one of them said. 
They were the objects of much vio- 
lence, from police beatings to force 
feeding in prison, and they used this 
to stoke public outrage, expect- 
ing that, with enough outrage, the 
public would force the government 
to give women the vote. Grace Roe 
decided to start resisting abuse—to 
protect the leaders from the police, 
even if this meant hurting other 
human beings. What drove her to 
that decision? And what were the 
consequences? That was the story I 
wanted to tell." 


KILLER JOE - THE STAGE PLAY 
Through Oct. 7 
People's Center, 425-20th Av. 
S., Mpis. 
(612) 724-3760 
www.candidtheaterco.com 
Tracy Letts is best known now 
for his magnificent milestone stage 
comedy, August: Osage County. 
But in his first play, Killer Joe, we 
see the beginnings of the great and 
courageous playwright. Director 
Justin Kirkeberg calls it *a world 
view of fractured people, people 
with an intimate relationship with 


McCraney has written a sort of seemingly nonerotic love tri- 
angle between two brothers and a buddy that one brother's bonded 
with in prison. Auto mechanic Ogun (James Williams) habitually 


desperation and poverty who make 
decisions based on what is right in 
from of them with little attention 


and trying to understand what that 
control means." 


shames his younger brother, Oshoosi (Namir Smallwood), about THE GOOD FIGHT to the consequences. The Smith 

his checkered past. Oshoosi's prison friend, Elegba (Gavin Law- Sept. 29 - Oct. 4 family are all broken individuals and 

rence), tries to draw Oshoosi away from his brother's apron strings. Lowry Lab, 350 St. Peter St., St. are the exception to the rule that 
Marion McClinton's superb actor trio manifests the hardhitting- Paul the whole is better than the sum of 

ly lyrical language as they match the emotions with deep feeling (612) 721-1186 its parts. The Smiths feed on each 


and sardonic wit. This is the second in McCraney's Brother/Sister www.theatreunbound.com other's weaknesses, using | 
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For the health of all. 


SPOTLIGHT 


Killer Joe-The Stage Play. Photo by Elle Zulauf 


them to exploit each other and position themselves for a better 
outcome that never arrives. Then comes the gun for hire. His quiet 
calm seems to starkly contrast with the Smiths. But we find that his 
calm is a mask that covers an even darker core.” Lijesh Krishnan 
plays Killer Joe Cooper. 


LYSISTRATA 
Through Sept. 30 
Theatre in the Round Players, 245 Cedar Av., Mpis. 
(612) 333-3010 
www.theaterintheround.org 

When it comes to comedy from ancient times, Aristophanes’s 
Lysistrata is arguably the most popular and accessible for modern 
times. It tells the outlandish story of Athenian wives withhold- 
ing sexual relations from their husbands until they stop fighting 
the Peloponnesian War. 2011's Theater Artist of the Year, Craig 
Johnson, adapted and directed the play at Theater in the Round in 
1992. He shares, “It was my first directing gig at TRP and really fun 
to re-visit the show exactly 20 years later. Jean Williamson is again 
playing the lead (Lysistrata), and Kristen Mathisen is the leader of 


the female chorus, but everyone 
else is new. So that makes it very 
fun to rediscover and keep fresh.” 

Johnson adds, “It continually 
amazes me that a story written 
2,900 years ago still works. And 
since it’s a pre-Christian script and 
from such an ancient, far away 
society, it’s surprising how sexually 
rambunctious it is. They set their 
boundaries at waaay different 
places that we do. It’s actually liber- 
ating to inhabit that world.” 


THE WAY OF WATER 
Through Sept. 30 
Playwrights Center, 2301 E. 
Franklin Av., Mpls. 
(612) 5682170 
www.franktheatre.org 

The 2010 Deepwater Horizon 
aka BP Oil Spill was a technologi- 
cal cataclysm that some will say is 
on a par with the hyperpublicized 
Twin Towers 9-11 horror. But BP’s 
wrongdoing is far less etched into 
American consciousness. Yet in 
reality, it was utterly monumental 
in its devastation—ecological and 
economic. And for those who like 
to cut off dialogue on such horrors 
with ignorant and/or cowardly 
invocations of “conspiracy theory!”, 
corporate interests that lead back 
to Dick Cheney’s interests are a 
part of this dreadful chapter in 
American ecological history. (Look 
it up!) That chapter needs to be 
read, humanized, and revised, and 
Frank Theatre is aiding us in doing 


that with The Way of Water. 
Director Wendy Knox says 
the play “is about people who are 
already struggling to make it, 
people who are already battling 
issues related to class, to racism, 
etc. The BP oil spill disproportion- 
ately affected this group of people. 
And as we watched Hurricane 
Isaac hit the very same area that 
Katrina hit seven years ago and 
think about the fact that between 
those two natural disasters was an 


The Way of Water. Photo by Tony Nelson 


Lysistrata. 
Photo copyright Act One, Too, Ltd 


environmental disaster resulting 
from corporate greed, you have to 
remember what these people have 
been through. And Caridad Svich, 
the playwright, asks us to do that as 
she spins the engrossing stories of 
four characters attempting to make 
their living in a small gulf commu- 
nity." L1 


20 | LAVENDER | SEPTEMBER 20-OCTOBER 3, 2012 


What's Your Plan? 
| Roya Moltaji, CFP?, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 
T C A c T T Special Needs Financial Planner 
E | Financial Services Representative 
7 | 7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
wine bay f 20 - Bloomington, MN 55425 
E EE EE > rmoltaji@metlife.com 


20% OFF GLASSES ^. fé —— www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
Vi E V TE Seg Gerd | Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor™ designation 


LAVENDER READERS FOR THE | Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


FAB 50 AWARDS! Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY 10036. 
Securities products and investment advisory services offered by Ge 
` MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered 
612.333.4305 investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special = 
415 N. 15T ST. - MINNEAPOLIS . needs financial planning offered through Mettife's Center for À 77 
HOURS: TU-TH SUN. 5-11PM Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 


a AT рм MITTERE 4 For the if in life.” MetLife 


EA 


Jakeeno's 


see since 1975 re 


Check out our 
Weekday Specials 


Jakeenos.com/Lavender 
Lunch & Dinner 


612.825.6827 


3555 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis 


Games: 7 pm 
Tickets at а “35 advance 
п. pingoagogo-<9 “40 at door oy 


Costume Contest 4 II r 

Dressinyour " МЎ A 

favorite party | / j Featuring 
me! | Miss Richfield 

Huge Raffles! | || 1981 A BENEFIT FOR: 
Food | | | with support from & 
Drinks iB s PARK 

` Barbie Q * Gosh Alice Jones USE 


pa Mrs. Margie Pederson 


* *Twin Gd 
> Бад men's chorus 
+ hae au comme our On 


Fun 
Simply put... . you won't ‘find 14 ed A 
selection of Costumes and costume — Ер Re E 


fora Gen Е 


4 fiant dental Filister Enterprises 
FARMERS 


tet ea ИО 
ЈЕ #Facebook.com/HalloweenEspressMN BEAZ ДЫ ИС - В. 


2839 White Bear Ave; 'N Maplewood, MN- b gon ААА О pernsteiner Paterra 
. Tel:(651)-748-1185. LÈ БЕГ 


LavenderMagazine.com | 21 


ARTS & CULTURE 


PET SHOP BOYS Elysium 

The Pet Shop Boys are more than veteran enough to get away 
with a tune like “Your Early Stuff,” a typically sardonic report 
from the legendary electronic duo. The beats may not hit as 
hard and there’s a moodier tone, but Elysium is a worthy addi- 
tion to the band’s discography. Neil Tennant and Chris Lowe 
start out on a slow burn with “Leaving” and “Invisible” before 
finding a bouncier vibe on the album’s back half. The album 
seems particularly cutting in its lyrics, such as “Ego Music,” 
which punctures the gas bags of pop music. It all wraps up with 
“Requiem in Denim and Leather,” which ties up all of the strains 
with a simple message: “This is the last time to say goodbye.” 


ELYSIUM 


DIAMOND RINGS Free Dimensional 
Album number two firmly puts Diamond Rings (Canadian artist John O’Regan) 
at the front of the line of gender-bending pop artists. Looking like Ziggy Stardust 
: if he’d time-traveled to the modern-day, O’Regan crafts sharp tunes throughout 
the album, not afraid at all to mix in some guitar to the dance-based electronic 
4 backbeat. The album takes up where the debut, Special Affections, left off. There 
аге а lot of tunes about sticking up for who you are, from “I’m Just Me” to “I 
Know What I’m Made Of” to “Stand My Ground.” Other tunes hit on love and 
lovesick themes (lessons possibly learned from Pet Shop Boys albums) that also 
mainly hit. It's a strong sophomore effort that portends plenty of good for the 
future. 


OWL CITY The Midsummer Station 
Гуе never been the biggest Owl City (Owatonna's Adam Young) fan, but I ap- 
proached his latest album with good vibes-and was rewarded with an album that 
builds off his electronic ambitions into something more mature and infectious. 
: Experience has brought a stronger sense of identity that-ironically enough-is 

4 brought out by collaborating with other songwriters. That has opened up his 
songwriting, producing a solid collection of modern, indie-style rock. “Good 
Time” merges influences from across the decades-some of the synth flourishes 
could have comes from a Cars album-as Young teams up with Carly Rae Jepson 
for a really joyful listen. It's easy for an electronic-based album to wash over the 
listener, but Young hooks the listener into his world. 


ANTIBALAS Antibalas 
Afro-pop lives on in this Brooklyn-based collective, who take the time and space 
to build up a string of hypnotic, funky tunes on their fifth album. It's no surprise 
that they record for Daptone, the retro-styled label. Antibalas brings a warm, 
: funky vibe to these six compositions that fit in perfectly with the label's mission. 
: Saxophonist Martin Регпа founded the group, and the heady horn section is 
4 areal star here, giving the songs the rough aural edges that snag the listener 
and draw them into the songs. The call-and-response vocals push the African 
influences, reminding the listener of landmark acts like Fela's Africa 70 (they 
were the house band for the original production of Fela! and did arrangements), 
which only builds the vibe that much more. 
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SOMETHING OLD. SOMETHING NEW. A MUSICAL REVIEW. 


SHOWCASE | LOVES MARRIAGE 


photos by George Holdgrafer 


4 ILLUSION 
THEATER 


October 11-28 


Tickets: $15-28 ! | ; , 
528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Floor, Minneapolis, MN 55403 | 612.339.4944 | Illusiontheater.org 


TOAST OF THE TOWN HOUSE PAGEANT 
AUGUST 24 


THE TOWN HOUSE 11AM-MIDNIGHT MON-THUR | 11AM-1AM FRI | 12PM-1AM SAT | 12PM-MIDNIGHT SUN 
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it's that simple. 


1110007445 
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Real College Radio 


Bielenberg @ Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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SLICE | Joy Summers 


It's Maude! 


Café Maude mixes the historically boho Loring Park 
vibe with their proven formula of killer cocktails, comfort 
food with a dash of live music, and lands softly in their new 
space with an ease that feels like they've been there for 
much longer than the last few weeks. 

The tapestry fabric wrapping around the top of the bar 
and the gold velvet backs on some of the booths harkens 
back to the the Loring Bar. There's space for live music and 
plenty of comfortable seating. It's definitely got that same 
sophisticated, comfortable Maude vibe. 

The cocktails and menu also have that same artisan fla- 
vor because they're being overseen by the same talented 
folks who work at the original location. Chef Matthew 
Kempf has been splitting his time between the two loca- 
tions, but here he was given free reign over the creation. 

The menu is filled with new dishes; just a few classics 
carried over. The entrees we sampled were sophisticated 
comfort food with a creative twist. Although the soaring 
temperatures continue to linger, a dish of lamb shanks and 
roasted beets is such a fall stunner that I can imagine wrap- 
ping myself in cashmere and digging in with bulky-clothed 
glee ($24). A stunning shade of scarlet magenta mixed with 
glazed mahogany colors glisten on the plate. The meat is 
so wonderfully tender that it discards its own bone after 
just a little fork prodding. Beneath the leg is a creamy goat 
cheese risotto studded with earthy beets and little nubs of 
porky merguez sausage gilding the plated lily. 
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A lush, boho interior and killer 
cocktails create a sophisticated 
and comfortable vibe. 

Dining area; Cocktails: Loring 
Cocktail, Blackberry Revisited, 
Kentucky Pilgrim; Braised Lamb 
Shank. Photos by Mike Hnida 


A plate of fish and chips sounds simple 
enough, but what arrives is a little bit of a cre- 
ative wink, black cod has a crunchy top crust, 
while the interior is beautifully moist, feathery, 
and tender ($24). The chips in question are ac- 
tually little puffs of fried potato. They look like 
tater tots, but they're filled with creamy, silky po- 
tatoes. Herby green dollops of sauce mix with an- 
other mustard-spiked creamy swipe of another. 

For lighter fare, the duck “Banh mi” salad 
is topped with chilled, sliced, ultra-smoky 
breast ($12). Fanned out on top of spinach, it’s 
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Wild Acres Duck "Banh mi" Salad. 


a nice cool complement to the current hot 
weather, served with toast smeared with a 
generous amount of pate. 

Even more refreshing are the cocktails. 
Café Maude has always paid careful atten- 
tion to their cocktail program, one of the 
first restaurants in town to understand the 
importance of a cultivated, creative bar 
team. When the original Maude opened, 
owner Kevin Sheehy worked with his friend 
Johnny Michaels, the famed drink shaker 
from La Belle Vie. The man literally wrote 
the book on craft cocktails. Now manning 
the bar is Adam Harness. If you haven’t had 
the pleasure of being served by this highly- 
skilled young man, might I suggest you 
scoot in sooner—not later. He’s not alone 
behind that bar; joining him are Chad Lar- 
son and Shawn Jones, also members of the 
Northstar Bartenders Guild and incredibly 
talented. They bring their own verve to clas- 
sic cocktails as well as creating entirely new 
flavors. Take for instance the shrub. Ever 
heard of one? Me neither, but apparently it’s 
an old-fashioned way of preserving fruit in 
vinegar and sugar. Mixed into the Kentucky 
Pilgrim ($10), the cranberry shrub adds a 
welcome tart sweetness to the bourbon. 

Even teetolers can appreciate the bar 
menu—there are a whole slew of non-alco- 
holic drinks. It’s a refreshing and delicious 
trend. 

The new Maude is open at 4pm to mid- 
night every day and serves brunch on the 
weekends beginning at 9 am. 


Café Maude 

1916 Harmon Place 
Minneapolis 
www.cafemaudeatloring.com 
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New restaurants abound! 
Murray’shasreopened after 
a needed facelift. Don’t 
worry; that butterknife steak 
remains one of the glories 
of great meat eating. 26 S. 
6th St, Minneapolis 

Eat Shop Bar/Kitchen has 
taken over the former Joe 
Senser’s in Plymouth off 
County Road 24 and High- 
way 55. It’s remarkable in 
that it’s a local, independent 
restaurant cooking from 
scratch. lve only had a few 
bites, but they are currently 
serving the single best 
calamari in town. Expect to 
hear more about this place 
soon. 16605 County Road 
24, Plymouth 

Don Saunders has opened 
the doors at The Ken- 
wood, just steps away from 
Lake of the Isles. They 
open at 8am every day 

and stay open until 9pm 

all days except Sunday, 
when they'll close at 2. I’ve 
only sampled a tiny bite of 
breakfast, but hold onto 
your flavor-loving pants-it 
was so exquisite a bite of 
food that | immediately pro- 
posed to my pancake. We 
will spend forever in maple 
syrup sticky bliss, rolling 

on blankets of black walnut 
studded butter. 2115 W 
21st St, Minneapolis 

Not all the new food fun can 


be found inside four walls. 
Celebrity Chef Andrew 
Zimmern debuted his new 
food truck AZ Canteen. It's 


a glorious truck, yellow gold 
colored and easy to spot. 
The staff is polished and 
clearly having a great time. 
While you won’t see the big 
guy behind the grill, (at least 
| haven’t) you will get the 
most delicious goat found 
on four wheels. While the 
Cabrito butter burger (goat) 
is hard to pass up, my 
current favorite is the green 
papaya salad topped with 
pork belly. Crispy, crunchy, 
fatty, unctuous, refreshing 
with a little chili burn- it's 
my new favorite salad and 
comes easy to eat curbside 
or at your desk. www. 
azcanteen.com 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


simpLy Be goud aine ordinary. ™ 


Kathy Jenkins - sks ji Pioneer Press 


PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 


253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 


www.downtownerwoodfire.com 


Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


THE BEST KEPT SECRET 


IN MINNEAPOLIS. 


ALWAYS 


50% - 70% 
BELOW RETAIL | 
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FURNITURE e RUGS • HOME ACCESSORIES 


[open to the public] 


GO 


DESIGNERMARKETPLACEMN.COM 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES РА. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 23 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


¢ Family/Divorce/Custody e Auto Accidents/Injuries 
e Second Parent Adoptions e Domestic Partnerships 
* Wills & Trusts * Employment Law 

* Business Law * Bankruptcy 


j 7 de = у 
Convenient Downtown р 
Skyway level offices 


612.332.5100 
www. PEOR -law. Ger 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


3-6pm and 9pm-1am 

$1 Off АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails а 
$5 Off АП Buckets О’ Beer = 
52 ОН АП Burgers After 9pm ^ 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ; 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 5 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 
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BIGGAY NEWS. COM: 


1-USA 
Maryland Delegate Acknowledges Football Player “Has 
First Amendment Rights” 

ThinkProgress reports that anti-gay Delegate Emmett C. 
Burns Jr. (D) has backed off his attacks against Baltimore 
Ravens linebacker Brendon Ayanbadejo after creating a 
media firestorm with his letter condemning the player's 
support of marriage equality. Ayanbadejo responded on 
Friday that he was “surprised” by the letter, but that he wasn’t 
backing down and had his team’s support, while Minnesota 
Vikings punter Chris Kluwe stole the media spotlight with 
his retort to Burns, challenging the delegate, “Why do you 
hate freedom?” The controversy has sparked a broader 
dialogue about GLBT inclusion throughout the NFL. 


Online Travel Company Expedia Announces Support For Marriage Equality 
LGBTQNation reports that online travel company Expedia.com on Tuesday an- 
nounced its support for marriage equality and the efforts to approve Referendum 
74 in Washington state, the November ballot initiative asking voters to approve or 
reject the state’s new marriage equality law. Dara Khosrowshahi, President and 
CEO of Expedia Inc., said in a statement that supporting the ballot measure “is a 
natural extension of our ongoing commitment to the LGBT community. We strive 
to actively promote equality in our workplace and are committed to treating one 
another with respect and dignity. Part of our overall diversity efforts is providing a 
supportive environment for our Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) 
employees.” 


At Democratic Convention, A Record Presence For Gays 

PJStar.com reports that the Democratic National Convention is a watershed event 
for America’s gay rights movement, which never before has been embraced so 
warmly by a major political party. There’s a platform endorsing same-sex mar- 
riage, a roster of speakers that includes three gay members of Congress, and a 
record number of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender delegates hailing from 
all 50 states—486 in all, more than 8 percent of the total. Jerame Davis of Na- 
tional Stonewall Democrats, a gay-rights affiliate of the party said, “We’ve been 
an under-represented demographic in politics for a long time. Finally seeing us 
appropriately represented is just a thrill.” 


Four Marines Arrested For Assaulting Man At Long Beach Gay Bar 

The Press-Telegram reports that Long Beach Police Department detectives are in- 
vestigating a possible hate crime attack involving four Marine Corps members who 
attacked a man outside a popular local gay bar, authorities confirmed Tuesday. 
Silver Fox Manager John Barnes said the attack occurred as the bar was closing, 
with the primary suspect punching a young gay man who was much smaller. Police 
were on scene within moments of the call, and the suspects were detained and 
arrested for assault. LBPD Violent Crimes Division detectives are also investigat- 
ing the incident as a possible hate crime attack, according to Nancy Pratt, a Long 
Beach Police Department spokeswoman. 


YOUR GLET WORLD MEWS! 


Minnesota Basketball Star Opposes Marriage Amendment 

The Advocate reports that University of Minnesota basketball star Trevor Mbakwe 
has joined the team of those opposing the state’s anti-marriage equality constitu- 
tional amendment. In a post on Minnesotans for Equality’s Facebook page, he 
writes: “This proposed amendment would permanently ADD in discrimination to 
our states constitution. This feels like taking a step back in time, it’s 2012, and 
this sort of extreme act is not only unfair ... it’s anti-Minnesotan! By voting NO to 
this extreme Marriage Amendment, you're sending a message that you support the 
rights for all loving couples, gay or straight.” 


Judge Orders Sex Change For Massachusetts Murder Convict 

Boston.com reports that a federal judge on Tuesday ordered state prison officials 
to provide a taxpayer-funded sex-reassignment surgery to a transgender inmate 
serving life in prison for murder. U.S. District Judge Mark Wolf ruled in the case 
of Michelle Kosilek, who was born as a man but has received hormone treatments 
and lives as a woman in an all-male prison. Robert Kosilek was convicted of mur- 
der in the killing of his wife in 1990. Wolf is believed to be the first federal judge to 
order prison officials to provide the surgery for a transgender inmate. 


2-AUSTRALIA 

Gay Slur Sparks Gillard Boycott Of Christian Event 

The Sydney Morning Herald reports that the Prime Minister, Julia Gillard, has 
pulled out of speaking at the Australian Christian Lobby’s national conference 
after its leader suggested a homosexual "lifestyle" was more hazardous to health 
than smoking. The group’s managing director, Jim Wallace, made the comment in 
Tasmania this week during a debate on same-sex marriage, which outraged same- 
sex marriage campaigners. Ms. Gillard states, "То compare the health effects of 
smoking cigarettes with the many struggles gay and lesbian Australians endure in 
contemporary society is heartless and wrong. In light of this, I believe my atten- 
dance at the conference would be inappropriate.” 


3-KENYA 

Kenyan Lesbian Rape Victim Hopes Film Will Inspire Other Survivors 

Gay Star News reports that a Kenyan lesbian who was raped because of her sexu- 
ality says she wants a documentary about her life to inspire other victims not to 
give up hope. I Am Mary tells the story of Mary Mathui, who, after being the victim 
of “corrective rape” 11 years ago, conceived a son and was diagnosed with HIV. 
Mathui states: “I wanted to inspire and to challenge those who have gone through 
the same experience of rape not to lose hope and stand firm no matter what.” 
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| CAUSES | Kathleen Watson 


The Big Gay Race: Equality in Motion 


LAST YEAR, thousands 
of people in sneakers hit 
the Northeast Minneapolis 
streets to run and walk in 
The Big Gay Race to raise 
awareness and money for 
marriage equality. This year, 
The Big Gay Race is back— 
bigger and gayer than ever. 
The event on September 
29 is anticipated to be the 
“biggest event in the entire 
amendment cycle,” with over 
6,000 people estimated to 
walk, run, and observe. 

Jacob Frey is without a 
doubt one of the most in- 
fluential people in raising 
awareness and money for 
Minnesotans United for All 
Families to defeat the anti- 
marriage amendment this 
November. As the organizer 
behind the Big Gay Race 
in 2011 and again this year 
in 2012, Frey has become 
one of the biggest allies for 
GLBT people and marriage 
equality. Frey says that many 
people question his involve- 
ment as a straight ally, but he 
has an immediate reply. “It’s 
because it just sucks,” Frey 
says. “If I’m getting screwed 
over, I would want people to 
stand up for me as well. The 
way I look at it is that you 
don’t need to be part of the 
population that’s getting screwed to stand up 
and say it’s wrong.” 

Frey organized the race last year in order 
to offer a fun way for people to get involved 
in the fight for marriage equality. “It was 
pretty apparent that there was this constitu- 
tional amendment that was most likely go- 
ing to get on the ballot...I thought to myself, 
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“Hey, what would be something I can do that 
would give a lot of people something to look 
forward to in the face of the weight of some 
pretty nasty decisions?" I got a permit for the 
Big Gay Race, and off I went.” 

One reason that marriage equality is so 
important to Frey stems from his observa- 
tions of loving couples during his childhood. 


His parents were profes- 
sional modern ballet dancers 
and had many friends who 
were gay. Frey notes, “As 
far as I was concerned grow- 
ing up, some guys like guys, 
and some guys like girls... 
more than anything, it's a 
non-issue.” Frey's family em- 
bedded the idea in him that 
“everybody matters, and that 
everybody has the right to be 
with someone they love.” 

Those couples Frey saw 
influenced him to become 
the man he is today. He hum- 
bly states, “I saw the most 
loving relationships I've ever 
seen in my entire life. The 
way they taught me how to 
love and how to live my life 
in general has had a huge im- 
pact on my life. And if I don't 
stand up for them, what kind 
of person am I?" 

Frey believes that "this 
will be the biggest event— 
the biggest fundraiser and 
biggest outpouring of sup- 
port in terms of numbers—in 
the entire amendment cycle. 
If you're going to take a stand 
and you haven't done it yet, 
this is the place to do it." 

Join Jacob, Minnesotans 
United for All Families, and 
Lavender Magazine at The 
Big Gay Race on September 
29 to take marriage equality to the streets! 
Registration until the day of the race is $30, 
with same-day registration set at $35. All the 
proceeds of the race will be donated to Min- 
nesotans United for АП Families and their 
campaign against the hateful anti-marriage 
amendment. For more information, visit 
www.mnunited.org/biggayrace. O 
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AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 


Paul Melchert, M.D. 


Dr. Paul Melchert is a pediatric physi- 
cian who cares exclusively for hospitalized 
patients. He was formerly a pediatrician with 
Children's Hospitals and Clinics of Minne- 
sota. An alumnus of the University of Min- 
nesota and St. Olaf College, his professional 
interests include: LGBT families, children 
with special healthcare needs, and prema- 
ture infants. Paul and his husband James are 
raising twin three-year-old boys who started 
preschool this month. 


LM: How has your work shaped your 
beliefs about the proposed amendment? 

PM: I am a member of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. The AAP is a national 
organization with over 60,000 pediatricians 
as members. We are committed to attain- 
ing the best physical, mental, social health, 
and well-being for all children, from infants 


to young adults. Academy members are 
proud to provide the same excellent medi- 
cal care to all families, regardless of their 
backgrounds. We believe all families are en- 
titled to respect. It is disappointing to hear 
claims that people from different families are 
not worthy of equal respect, equal love, and 
equal laws. From my perspective, it is clear 
that the proposed marriage amendment 
threatens children’s access to health insur- 


James and Paul with their preschoolers. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


ance and health services. That is a perspec- 
tive shared by the Minnesota Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics. In August, 
they unanimously voted to join the Minneso- 
tans United for All Families coalition. 


LM: There is a lot of science that 
proves a parent's sexual orientation is 
inconsequential with regard to raising 
healthy and successful children. > 

Continued on page 57 
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Turn to MPR News for in-depth, 
balanced elections coverage. 
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Help cure HIV. 


Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 
way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure Closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part of it. 


Let’s talk if you are: 
e HIV+ 
• 18 or older 
• In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 


UNIVERSITY 
OF MINNESOTA 


Driven to Discover” 
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CAUSES | Paul Mittelstadt, M.D. 


Actual Incidence Of Child Molestation By Gay 
Individuals: Why Should We Care? 


Мешђегз of disliked minority groups 
are often stereotyped as representing a 
danger to the majority's most vulnerable 
members. For example, Jews in the Middle 
Ages were accused of murdering Christian 
babies in ritual sacrifices. Black men in the 
United States were often lynched after be- 
ing falsely accused of raping white women. 
In a similar fashion, gay people have often 
been portrayed as a threat to children. Back 
in 1977, when Anita Bryant campaigned suc- 
cessfully to repeal a Dade County, Florida 
ordinance prohibiting anti-gay discrimina- 
tion, she named her organization “Save Our 
Children,” and warned that “a particularly 
deviant-minded [gay] teacher could sexually 
molest children.” 

In psychological professional organiza- 
tions, pedophilia is defined as an (adult) 
preference for prepubescent children as sex- 
ual partners WHILE child molestation is de- 
fined as the actual sexual contact of an adult 
with a prepubescent individual. Also, these 
same professional organizations recognize 
that almost all molesters are either “fixated” 
(exclusive interest in children no matter 
what the sex of the child) or “regressed” 
(under stress these molesters regress from 
adult sexual relationships to child sexual re- 
lationships regardless of what the child’s sex 
is). Thus, molesters have no sexual interest 
in adults. The terms homosexuality and 
heterosexuality refer to an adult and their 
ADULT sexual gender preference. Thus by 
definition AND by actual scientific studies, 
adult homosexuals and heterosexuals are 


rarely if ever child molesters. Furthermore, 
molesters are best classified as “same-sex” 
molesters (homosexual molesters) or het- 
erosexual molesters again emphasizing that 
molesters are interested ONLY in children 
for sexual activity. Essentially all molesters 
have no sexual attraction for adults! 

Actual scientific studies have consistently 
shown that the actual adult sexual gender 
preference of molesters is less than 1% ho- 
mosexual and greater than 99% for children. 
Because of such an amazingly low percent- 
age of adult homosexual preference among 
molesters, virtually no psychological pro- 
fessional research has been done due to es- 
sentially no link between adult homosexual 
preference and molesters child preference! 

Yet conservative groups such as the 
Family Research Council (FRC) continue to 
quote multiple flawed research studies try- 
ing to prove there is a connection between 
adult homosexual behavior and molesters. 
These studies’ flaws are 1.) failure to take 
into account the lack of adult sexual prefer- 
ence by molesters, 2.) lack of actual inter- 
views with molesters for their actual sexual 
preference, 3.) using anecdotal stories as 
scientific research, or 4.) failure of the FRC 
to acknowledge their own studies showing 
there is no relationship between adult homo- 
sexual preference and molesters preference 
for children! 

The big question is WHY IN MINNE- 
SOTA SHOULD WE CARE about the actual 
percentage of child molesters being true 
homosexuals? The reason is, based on what 


has happened in the previous 31 states that 
have voted on gay marriage issues. Starting 
the month before the election (October), 
our state will be overwhelmed with ads stat- 
ing that ALL ADULT HOMOSEXUALS are 
molesters. Thus, any undecided voter who 
does not know the actual facts mentioned 
in this article may potentially be persuaded 
for religious reasons, emotional reasons, 
or family or social reasons, to vote for the 
amendment. Please familiarize yourself with 
the definitions of child molesters, the sex- 
ual preference of molesters (children), and 
adult homosexuals-who have essentially no 
preference for sexual activity with children. 
Please educate fellow voters to the scientific 
facts so we can counter the emotional, false 
rhetoric that will be spread starting in Oc- 
tober. O 
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LEATHER LIFE | Steve Lenius 


Meet Mr. Friendly | 


Interview with Derek Harley, Mr. 
Minneapolis Eagle 2012 

Allow me to introduce you to Derek Har- 
ley, Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2012. Allow him 
to introduce you to Mr. Friendly, the new 
face (literally) of HIV stigma awareness. 
Harley is the team captain for Team Friendly 
Minnesota. 


Tell me about Mr. Friendly. 

Mr. Friendly is the new face of reducing 
HIV stigma. His face is a positive and a nega- 
tive sign, so someone who wears this symbol 
is saying, “Positive or negative, I’m here for 
you. Regardless of your HIV status, we're all 
in this together.” 


How did you get hooked up with Mr. 
Friendly? 

I was introduced to Mr. Friendly at the In- 
ternational Mr. Leather contest three or four 
years ago. I have a lot of very close friends 
who have tested positive. They needed 
support, and we've been there for them all 
throughout their journey of acceptance. I’ve 
seen some stigma-related incidents happen 
with them, and I just think this is a conversa- 
tion that our city and our community needs 
to have. Speaking openly and honestly about 
HIV and reducing stigma is going to make 
our community better. 


How did Mr. Friendly get started? 

It was started by Dave Watt, a former 
Mr. Michigan Leather titleholder. He com- 
peted and won his title in September, 2008, 
and during his title year he started the Mr. 
Friendly program. 


Why is the Mr. Friendly program need- 
ed? What does it hope to accomplish? 
Reducing HIV stigma will make the world 


a better place for those living 
with HIV. It is going to increase 
testing, decrease transmission, 
and just overall make the world a 
friendlier place. 


Give me an example of HIV 
stigma. 

I think a lot of people don’t 
realize that they might be in- 
ducing stigma in conversations 
they have. They might think 
they're open-minded to individuals who are 
positive, but when it comes down to it, may- 
be they're not so much. An example I like to 
use is the question, “Are you clean?” On its 
face it doesn't seem offensive, but if you look 
at the opposite side of that, you're implying 
that someone who is not negative and has a 
positive status is somehow dirty. And that 
doesn't make that person feel very good. 

Mr. Friendly is needed because we have 
to put it out there that the way you interact 
with someone who is positive can have a 
deep impact on how they feel about them- 
selves. If we make them feel dirty or unwel- 
come or that they're outcasts, we are degrad- 
ing them as a person. 

And, really, the status is just a part of 
who they are. They're living with HIV, but 
it's not necessarily what defines their lives. 
Many people I know who have HIV don't go 
around every day thinking about the fact 
that they have HIV and don't wear a big sign 
that says, "Hey, I have HIV." But that's how 
they're treated when they disclose their sta- 
tus. 


For years I've seen phrases in online 
profiles such as “DDE/UB2” (“drug 
and disease free, you be too”). 

In phrases like that there's stigma at- 


b 


Derek Harley. Photo courtesy of Richard Yates Photography — 
Minneapolis, MN 


tached all over the place, and not necessarily 
just referring to HIV. If you start dictating 
exactly what your terms are, you close the 
door to a conversation. Mr. Friendly is about 
having that conversation, having an open 
and honest conversation about statuses. 
Why can't I just ask, “Hey, are you positive 
or are you negative?" and from there have 
a conversation about that, and define what's 
safe for a particular person? But if you ini- 
tially shut down the conversation by stating 
a demand of “drug and disease free, UB2,” it 
closes the door to having that conversation. 


How can people get involved with Mr. 
Friendly and Team Friendly Minnesota? 

We had a launch party on Sept. 15, and 
we're doing a second one to reach out to the 
18+ crowd on Sept. 20. From there we'd like 
to see the program do something along the 
lines of monthly outreach at different bars. 
And we want to get Mr. Friendly pins into the 
bars, so that even if we're not doing an out- 
reach event people can get an information 
card that talks about Mr. Friendly, and a pin 
they can wear to show that they are status- 
friendly folks. O 


Visit the Mr. Friendly website at www.mrfriendly.info. 
There is also a Facebook page for Team Friendly Minne- 
sota—search for "Mr. Friendly" on Facebook. 
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LUXURY APARTMENTS 


Located in one of the most desirable downtown neighborhoods on the Mississippi 
and in the midst of the St. Anthony Falls Historic District, 
Mill & Main luxury apartments are now leasing for June 2013. 


612-843-5555 
501 Main Street S.E. | Minneapolis, MN 55414 
Fax: 612-843-5554 | www.MillandMain.com | info@millandmain.com 


LUXURY APARTMENTS 


ROOMS WITH A VIEW- 
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE: 
LUXURY APARTMENT 
LIVING IN MINNEAPOLIS 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


A HOME of one's own! A broad, grassy sward, flowerbeds, 
white picket fencing, in-ground pool, picture windows, fire- 
place...and the attendant seeding, mowing, shoveling, caulk- 
ing, roofing, wood delivery, monthly mortgage... 

Consider: It's no longer your Father's world. You're not en- 
tering the workplace to toil for twenty-five years anticipating the 
engraved gold watch, the final handshake, and retirement in 
that same home behind the white picket fence. 

Today, everything from manufacturing techniques to buy- 
ing novels is changing—life is as fluid as quicksilver, and flex- 
ibility is also the watchword for home seekers. As the mandate 
to own wanes, rental options become more and more attractive, 
and the lure of an “urban-getaway” beckons. 

Three luxury apartment complexes now under construction in 
the Downtown Minneapolis area embody this transition from free- 
standing houses and owned condo units to rental apartments as 
the space to call Home. Representatives from each-222 Hennepin, 
Vue, and Mill & Main-spoke recently with Lavender about their 
plans for the city’s fabulous new apartment dwellers. 


222 HENNEPIN 


Brenda Studt, Director of Marketing for The Excelsior 
Group’s 222 Hennepin property, slated to open in the summer 
of 2013, sees a clear desire for luxury rentals. “Yes, we think 
so. Especially among the younger generation that is beginning 
to make a name for themselves in the work force. Having wit- 
nessed the effects of the residential real estate market on their 
family homes, they are less apt to rush into a home purchase. 
They would rather retain their living flexibility and rent.” 

Studt added that factors involved in the rental market are “a 
perfect storm of the above mentioned items, coupled with the fact 
that convenience is a huge priority for people of all ages. Young 
adults and empty-nesters alike want to rent their home so they can 
spend their time and money on things that really matter to them.” 

Are most clients looking for a permanent or at least long- 
term dwelling, or are some-business people or visiting profes- 
sors-planning on shorter-term stays in the Twin Cities? “Some 
companies,” Studt has found, “will require shorter leases, but 
a twelve-month lease is a pretty standard timeframe for most 
renters. However, as more people choose renting as a 
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way of life, we may see longer leases, with annual 
built in increases.” 

The seven-story 222 Hennepin at the corner of 
Hennepin and Washington Avenues comprises 286 
upscale apartments ranging from 500 square feet 
for a studio to 1,560 square feet for a penthouse 
unit. There is a resident parking garage. Rents to- 
day, said Studt, go from $1,140 to $3,800 a month. 

“Residents will enjoy stunning views of the 
Minneapolis skyline, the Mississippi, and the 
North Loop neighborhood from the rooftop deck, 
as well as from their rooms.” There is a Whole 
Foods on the ground floor, while other resi- 
dent amenities include a swimming pool, bocce 
ball court, gourmet grill, and outdoor fireplace. 
Skyline Park Terrace and Courtyards will also 
provide areas in which to congregate and relax, 
and there are a variety of resident lounges like 
The Jag, a community bar/club and wine room. 
For the athletically inclined, 222 Hennepin fea- 
tures a 24-hour fitness club. 

A popular attraction for many city-dwellers is 
that 222 Hennepin is pet-friendly. They currently 
offer a dog run area, and they plan to provide pet 
concierge service in the future. The property is, 
she added, “100 percent smoke-free.” All con- 
struction in 222 Hennepin is aimed towards 
achieving certification for LEED. Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design is an inter- 
nationally recognized mark of excellence, giv- 
ing building owners and operators a framework 
for identifying and implementing practical and 
measurable green building design solutions. 


According to Studt, “The majority of our cli- 
ents are renters by choice. They are seeking 
the flexible, nimble lifestyle that renting brings. 
There hasn’t been an instance yet that we have 
engaged in the renting vs. owning conversation. 
We don’t have to sway people to rent anymore— 
they want the lifestyle it brings.” 

As to the specifics of the 222 Hennepin luxury 
apartment interiors, Studt praised, “Well thought 
out designs,” that include stainless steel fittings, 
Energy Star appliances, granite countertops, and a 
floating granite top island in the kitchen, espresso 
wood cabinetry, a full-size washer and dryer, over- 
sized windows with solar shade treatments, a balco- 
ny, walk-in closets, linen closets, tiled showers, and 
plank flooring. “We're certainly open to discussions 
about finishes,” she said, “however, 222 Hennepin 
will be delivered as designed by the architect.” 

Others of The Excelsior Group’s properties, 
said Studt, “are in outer-ring suburbs and are 
performing well. Now, however, we are seeing 
a trend that renters are being drawn to an ur- 
ban, walkable lifestyle making 222 Hennepin a 
great location for a new development.” 

For more information, visit www.222Hennepin. 
com and/or call (612) 344-4000. 


MILL & MAIN 


Kelly Doran, owner and principal of Doran 
Companies, offered insights on the growing 
trend towards renting rather than owning. “There 


are many factors that go into the buy-versus-rent 
question, but there are three important reasons 
why apartment living is a growing trend.” 

“First, the Boomer demographic generally will 
own larger homes in Minneapolis and suburban 
neighborhoods, and very often a second home in 
the country or on a lake. That’s a lot of real estate 
to maintain, so selling the big house and renting 
a brand-new, maintenance-free apartment can be 
very inviting. Think about it: no snow blowing, no 
lawn mowing, no real estate taxes, and no large 
association fees.” 

“Second,” Doran continued, “many singles 
and young couples who may have had a bad ex- 
perience owning a home, or were kept out of the 
housing market as a result of the Great Recession, 
may still have a large enough income to support a 
very nice urban apartment with no need to come 
up with a big down payment, annual real estate 
taxes, monthly mortgage payments, and, in the 
case of a condo, large monthly association fees." 

"Finally, for many the decision may not have 
anything to do with buy-versus-rent. Their choice 
may simply be influenced by the location and the 
amenities that a property has to offer. Clearly, the 
Mill & Main location on the river in an urban park 
setting, just a short walk across the iconic Stone 
Arch Bridge to Minneapolis's business district 
and vibrant entertainment and restaurant ven- 
ues, will be a real draw. Kind of the best of both 
worlds: a quiet, neighborhood feel, with all the 
advantages of urban living." 

Delving further into factors pertinent 
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Whether you bring a group of employees for a “team building” getaway, 
key executives for strategic planning “nestled in the Evergreens”, or 
family and friends for bonding like nowhere else, you'll treasure our 
breathtaking beauty, delight in our activities, and revel in the comfort of 
our spacious facilities and modern amenities — one group at a time. 


Discover why one guest called our lodge “a little piece of heaven.” Call 
Jim at 715-374-2262 or email jpolinsky@radisson.com to plan your 
exclusive getaway today. 
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to the Twin Cities, Doran explained, "In markets 
like New York and Chicago, renting has been 
much more the norm than in Twin City urban 
areas. While renting has traditionally been en- 
try-level housing for singles and young couples 
in Minneapolis, I think that's going to change— 
partly because of demographics." 

“Families are smaller, Boomer's nests are 
empty, but maybe even more than that are the 
changing attitudes toward driving and the high 
cost of energy. Studies have shown that housing 
in urban locations, within walking distance to 
mass transit, work places, grocery stores, restau- 
rants, and parks are in great demand and assume 
greater real estate value. 

"Again, as a developer, I can't emphasize 
enough how important location is to the decision- 
making process when considering whether to do 
a project. That there is a Lund's grocery store a 
few blocks up the street, and parks, trails, and a 
river outside our front door certainly had a lot to 
do with our building of Mill & Main." 

Doran foresees both long- and short-term 
dwellers. “We are projecting a mix of tenants. I 
can see a couple in their 50s or early 60s living at 
Mill & Main for many years, while young profes- 
sionals who work downtown might start out in a 
studio, but as their family and earning situation 
changes, eventually moving up to a two or three- 
bedroom unit." 

“We are close to the University of Minnesota 
and the downtown business district," he added, 
"so it is likely that we could also have a fair 


amount of visiting professors and business execu- 
tives who will rent for shorter periods. The ability 
to be flexible is yet another advantage of renting. 
A young professional never knows when his em- 
ployer may ask him to transfer to another city. 
Renting can make that a much easier transition." 

Mill & Main, which will be completed in June 
of 2013, will be a seven-story building with 180 
units and a parking garage. There are ten two- 
story townhouses at street level, and studio, one- 
, two-, and three-bedroom apartments ranging 
from 518 square feet to 1850 square feet on levels 
three through seven, with monthly rents ranging 
from $1,200 to $3,400. The apartments are pet- 
friendly, with the exception of floors three and 
seven, and will include a Pet Spa. 

The building is smoke free. 

Doran pointed out how Mill & Main's fea- 
tures reflect its location. "The stone, metal, and 
glass exterior was inspired by the nearby Minne- 
apolis Mill District with the goal of building an 
urban landmark that will stand the test of time. 
I am particularly proud of this project's interior 
and exterior amenities. The Central Terrace on 
the third level is unrivaled, and our large five-di- 
amond hotel-like lobby is elegantly designed and 
appointed." 

“In addition, I think it is important that we 
are a local, family-owned business that develops, 
builds, and continues to own and manage our 
projects (unlike many developers who will hire 
out-of-state management firms to lease and man- 
age their buildings). My staff works very hard 
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to protect our reputation of setting a very high 
standard for maintenance of the projects we own 
and manage." 

Many of the Mill & Main apartments have 
spectacular views of the Mississippi River, Father 
Hennepin Park, and the Minneapolis downtown 
skyline. However, everyone will be able to enjoy 
the dramatic views and stunning sunsets from the 
expansive Central Terrace pool, spa, and outdoor 
lounging and dining area. 

Mill & Main's apartments come with several 
different distinctive design choices, but all have 
spacious balconies and stylish contemporary fin- 
ishes. The central location of the building, Doran 
notes, is one of its biggest draws. "I believe people 
want to live in urban locations within walking dis- 
tance to mass transit, their work places, grocery 
Stores, restaurants, entertainment, and parks. It 
is this demand that we are responding to." 

Asked what he might tell a prospective client, 
Doran responded, "There are advantages to both 
[renting and owning], but in the end I would tell 
potential clients not to let either option keep them 
from living in a location or home that meets their 
needs and makes them happy." 

Doran has applied his apartment strategy 
in other venues as well. “Three years ago, we 
started developing premier student housing 
projects at the University of Minnesota because 
Ibelieved there was a demand. I now have three 
student housing projects at the university with 
another under construction, and they are all fully 
leased. I think you will see a similar trend t 
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in high-end rentals in downtown Minneapolis.” 
For more information, visit www.milland- 
main.com. 


^ VUE... 


Traci Thomas, President of the Continental 
Property Group (CPG), spoke about clients for 
their Vue project, now under construction at 
415 Oak Grove Avenue in the Loring Park area. 
“More and more, people are discovering that 
there is a sense of freedom that can come from 
renting, and Vue will attract residents who are 
renters by choice.” 

Thomas also sees multiple factors at work in 
the growing rental trend. “According to housing 
experts, the Minneapolis-St. Paul apartment mar- 
ket is among the healthiest in the country. Even 
during the housing downturn, the rental market 
was the one bright spot. We anticipate a strong 
market ог the units in Vue when it is ready for oc- 
cupancy in January of 2013. Other upscale, new- 
build apartment projects in the Twin Cities have 
actually filled up faster than expected and vacan- 
cies are especially low in the Loring Park area.” 

Thomas anticipated that apartments serve a 
variety of needs for renters. “For some residents, 
Vue will be their primary home; for others it will 
serve as an urban getaway where they can enjoy 
all of the amenities available on-property and 
in this bustling Loring Park neighborhood and 
across the Twin Cities. They will bring a new 


vibrancy to this dynamic urban area, utilizing 
public transportation, nearby biking trails, local 
restaurants, and other close-by amenities. Vue is 
a seven-story building with six stories of apart- 
ments, 119 units in all, plus a parking garage. 
Apartment plans include twenty-six alcove units, 
forty-seven one-bedroom apartments, ten one- 
bedroom apartments with a den, thirty-three two- 
bedroom units and three two-bedroom units with 
aden. Some units have two levels, and units range 
from 525 to 1,500 square feet, with monthly rents 
from $1,200 to $3,375 for a penthouse. Like other 
new luxury rentals, Vue is pet-friendly, “welcom- 
ing all types and sizes of domestic pets,” Thomas 
said, and assured Vue will be smoke-free. 

“Residents will enjoy an amenity-filled lifestyle 
in an intimate, boutique apartment setting,” Thom- 
as continued. “The rooftop terrace, with multiple 
grilling stations, fireplace, and other comfort fea- 
tures, are designed to be a popular gathering area 
for residents. Just one example is the clubroom— 
complete with a commercial kitchen—that will 
open onto the rooftop terrace to reveal breathtak- 
ing views of downtown Minneapolis. 

“Other onsite services include a Cyber café 
with office services, billiard area, private court- 
yard, native rain garden, and underground park- 
ing garage for residents and their guests. The well- 
appointed wellness center will feature the latest 
workout equipment, steam shower, and sauna.” 

Vue residents of all types, Thomas concurs, 
are renters by choice, who “enjoy the freedom of 
not owning their own home, and who will bring a 
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new vibrancy to this dynamic urban area.” 

“Finally, Vue will offer all of the latest com- 
forts and technologies that are desired by an 
urban professional seeking the latest trends in 
apartment living. Vue offers residents smart unit 
layouts in sizes from alcove to 2-bedroom plus 
den with two cabinet, countertop, and flooring op- 
tions available, depending on the specific build- 
ing floor selected. Additionally, units larger than 
alcove will be equipped with gas ranges. 

“Since its inception in 1979,” Thomas con- 
cluded, “CPG has evolved into one of Minnesota’s 
strongest, most consistently creative commercial 
developers, serving all segments of the industry 
from neighborhood retail, medical buildings and 
office towers, to sprawling industrial compounds. 
While Vue is the first residential development 
project for CPG, our project team brings many 
years of success in this sector. Project partners, 
Greco Properties, BKV Group and Frana Com- 
panies bring a wealth of residential experience in 
this market. 

For more information visit www.LoringVue. 
com. 


Together, 222 Hennepin, Mill & Main, and 
Vue will provide 585 opportunities for city dwell- 
ers or urban retreaters to enjoy hassle-free luxury 
living. Whether in Downtown, St. Anthony Main, 
or Loring Park, renters will be able to delight in 
the rich theater, dining, shopping, and business 
opportunities of cutting-edge Minneapolitan life. 
Look sharp, the 585 will be snapped up quickly! О 
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1. Jonathan Adler Giraffe 
Sconce 

Want to mix sculpted pot- 
tery and lighting with some 
playfulness in your space 
without losing surface area? 


Wall-mounted giraffe sconces. 


The obvious choice. 
$195.00 right- or left-facing 
www.jonathanadler.com 
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Downsized Living 


PRODUCTS 


by Andy Lien 


2. Blu Dot Splash Coat Rack 
Mix the functionality of a coat 
rack with the artistry of sculp- 
ture by adding this powder- 
coated steel and walnut stand 
to your space. 

$279.00, available in bright 
blue, grey, red, white and 
yellow 

www.BluDot.com 
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3. Mitchell Gold + Bob White 
Reese Sleeper Sofa 

Does your sofa double as your 
guest room? Consider this 
classic and classy sleeper sofa 
in dove grey. Your guests can 
sleep in style. 

$2,995.00, 79" wide 
www.mgbwhome.com 


4. CB2 Exclusive Julius 
Storage Ottoman 

Make your footrest do double 
duty as storage in your small 
space. Eco-friendly construc- 
tion. Matching sleeper sofa 
available. 

$499.00 

www.cb2.com 


5. Target Avington Entryway 
Bench 

A place to tie your shoes as 
well as store them. A cush- 
ioned entryway bench is the 
solution to needing form and 
function in a foyer. 

$189.99, hardwood construc- 
tion, Dark Tobacco finish 
www.target.com 


An exceptional 
community deserves 
exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 
Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 
www.farmersagent.com/swolfson 
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1. Blu Dot Toro Lounge Chair 
There's nothing particularly 
space-conscious about this 
thick, saddle leather slung 
chair from Blu Dot; it's just all 
awesome, all the time. 
$1,099.00, leather and solid 
beech frame available in Day 
or Night 

www.BluDot.com 
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Downsized Living 


PRODUCTS 


2. West Elm Rustic Storage 
Coffee Table 

Unassuming coffee table in 
one glance, hidden storage 
and computer desk in mo- 
ments. Steel legs and solid 
mango wood body for decor 
and purpose. 

$499.00 
www.westelm.com 
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3. Room & Board Adams 
Extension Table 

How much do we love Room 
& Board? So much. Hand- 
crafted Shaker design solid 
maple table that can shrink 
and grow as needed. 
$1,599.00, 60x36 Extension 
Dining Table with Two-14w 
Leaves 
www.roomandboard.com 


4. IKEA Mandal Headboard 
Adjustable acrylic shelves on 
this unassuming wall-mounted 
solid birch headboard make 

it the sleeper hit of your sleep 
space. 

$199.00, fits 63" wide beds, 6 
adjustable shelves included 
www.ikea.com 


5. FinnStyle's Artek Nesting 
Tables by Alvar Aalto 
Compact, clean design, and 
versatility. These famous 
nesting tables add efficiency 
to your space and can be 
used separately or together. 
$1565.00, made in Finland 
by Artek 
www.finnstyle.com 
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Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed 8: accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget 
during your project. Quality workmanship that adds 
lasting beauty and value to your home. 
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4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
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Small 
Spaces, Big 
Possibilities: 

Condo and 
Apartment 
Renovations 


BY KATHLEEN WATSON 


More and more, people living in urban areas like 
the Twin Cities look to condominium or apartment 
buildings for a place to call home. While condos and 
apartments tend to offer several amenities 
and great locations, it’s sometimes hard 
p to escape the sentiment of being trapped 
in a cement box that is identical to the 
other hundred people living in the build- 
ing. However, owners of condos are now 
taking the liberty of personalizing their 
spaces through remodeling projects, add- 
ing a sense of unique style and flair. Beth 
Malmberg, Sales and Design Director at 
Vujovich Design Build, recently directed a 
condo remodeling project in Minneapolis 
that is sure to inspire people who own smaller spaces 
to revamp and update their "home sweet homes"— 
even if home is on the 14!" floor. 
What once was an incredibly sterile and outdated 
apartment on the Mississippi River is now a luxurious 
and green-conscious dwelling for a couple that loves 
to enjoy an urban environment when they aren't trav- 
eling. Located at LaRive Condos in Minneapolis, this 
condo is an example of how cohesive elements and 
timeless features can create a home filled with, what 
Malmberg calls, “natural comfort." 
Built in the 80s, the condo desperately needed to 
be updated, and the homeowners wanted to incorpo- 
rate environmentally friendly products into the plan. 
Malmberg notes that building green was "mostly 
done through selection and not so much changes to 
the mechanical side of things. We focused on building 
things that are durable, things that will have longevity 
and that aren't overly trendy, and we used sustainable 
and health-friendly products." Some products used in 
this project include FSC Red Birch floors, tile with re- 
EE: cycled glass content, No-VOC paint (paint containing 
Tomum no volatile organic compounds that compromise the 
air quality during and after painting), and wool carpet. 
This project was all about “maximizing space and 


defining function,” as Malmberg states. Most 
notably, the foyer underwent significant changes 
under this goal. Designed in the style of the time, 
the foyer area had several 45-degree angles and 
“things that spoke to the era in which 
it was built,” according to Malmberg. 
“You came through the door and felt like 
you were in a bit of a maze. Everything 
in the foyer was mirrored originally. It 
was a crazy kind of feeling—you didn't 
know if you had landed or what the ex- 
perience was going to be like.” In order 
to open the condo into a more welcom- 
ing environment, the area was squared 
off to create a spacious foyer complete 
with a bench and unique storage. 

Other renovations completed in the 
condo included a much-needed kitchen 
update, with timeless wood cabinetry 
and updated floors, countertops, and appliances. 

| The guest bathroom was remodeled keeping the 
К“ ZE a original layout—existing floor plans are some- 
times difficult to modify in a condo setting. The 
master bathroom was re-envisioned as well in or- 
der to add more storage space and continue the 
fluid, natural flow of the home. 
Though the homeowners received quite a bit 
of guidance from the design team, they assisted 
in planning the look and feel of the condo by pro- 
viding photos of design elements they liked. To- 
gether, the homeowners and Vujovich created a 
home that is “clean, streamlined,” and full of “or- 
ganic products” that provides “natural comfort.” 
Malmberg suggests that people who are in- 
terested in remodeling allow themselves several 
months to plan. She notes that people may think 
they know what they want, but planning with a 
professional team is a valuable use of time and 
money. When you utilize the help of a design 
team, Malmberg says, “things are eas- 
ier to define and price. You know where 
you're going to end up in the long run if 
you investin that design time.” 

Another tip is to create reasonable 
expectations for project timelines and 
budget needs. Design and build teams 
like Vujovich help set and meet practical 
time lines for remodeling projects. This 
remodeling project, Malmberg recalls, 
ended up being a bit more challenging be- 
cause the new owners of the condo didn’t 
expect to sell their old home so quickly. 
“There was a real push for us to move the 
process along as quickly as possible.” АЁ 
ter four months of careful decision-mak- 
ing and constructing, the home was finally ready 
for the couple to move in. 

When re-envisioning a smaller space like a 
condo, it's important to incorporate co- > 
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hesive elements, according to Malmberg. This 
condo uses the same quarter-sliced cherry wood 
for cabinets in the bathrooms and kitchen. Using 
one material throughout a smaller space creates 
unity and a calming simplicity. It's important to 
simplify details and “put punches only in specific 
places so it doesn't seem overwhelming.” 

Also, Malmberg notes the importance of 
maintaining consistent flooring, which makes 
a home look unified and larger. “One room 
runs into the next. In this case, it was all about 
creating a serene setting—taking 
a small space and making it seem 
more spacious, making it feel like a 
whole home. It helps move your eye 4 
through the spaces and gives you the 
sense that you're continuing through 
one larger space.” 

Malmberg believes very strongly 
that projects are more successful if 
homeowners work with a design- BEFORE - 
build team. This will allow home- - e 
owners to have very accurate num- 
bers throughout the whole building 
process. “As you're making choices, | 
youre doing it with numbers in | T 
mind...not just as a guess of what it 
might cost." 

If you're not working with a specific design- 
build team, Malmberg says that it’s useful to have 
your team mapped out before you begin. Know 
who is doing what, and keep everyone informed 


5 


Spruce up your apartment with fresh ideas from Linder's! 


Linder's is now introducing a new line of products and services called 
Naturally Urban. With an aim to please the fashion-forward and green- 
conscious desires of а younger generation, Naturally Urban will focus 
on how to add unique plants and decorations to apartments and lofts. 
Linder's hopes to increase urban gardening in the Twin Cities so more 
people can enjoy the benefits of having plants in their environments. 
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Urban dwellers will love Naturally Urban's focus on “local, organic, or 
green options to incorporate in a style fitting with more modern trends 
and themes.” These options include plants, furniture, artwork, and other 
unique items that are not mass-produced. 

Visit the Linder's Garden Center in St Paul to view a mock apartment com- 
plete with horticultural products as well as design and product ideas to fit a 
unique urban lifestyle! For more information, visit www.linders.com. 


of any changes or updates. "Really, it's about the 
relationship and working with people you trust— 
people who can come to the table and figure it 
out.” 


MEDIA ROOM 


Finally, Malmberg suggests that homeown- 
ers “be realistic the whole way through. It’s easy 
for us to all get very passionate about what we’re 
doing and be enthusiastic, but it’s important to 
always have that reality check going on as well.” 

Though apartments and condos may seem 
small, owners of these spaces still have the oppor- 
tunity to dream big. While it’s important to note 
the limitations of the space at hand, a thoughtful 
plan and a supportive design-build team allow 
condo owners to imagine the possibilities and 
make their units feel like home. 
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The Green Room - Bringing the Inside Out 
To Your Patio and Balcony Spaces 


GARDENS COME in all shapes and sizes, 
and just like the rooms inside, when thought- 
fully executed, reflect a homeowner’s person- 
al style. A garden might seem out of reach for 
someone just moving into a sexy new condo- 
minium or apartment. This certainly does not 
have to be the case. Why not bridge the inside 
with the out by adding a little green to your 
balcony or patio areas? With a little effort, at- 
tention to detail, and a bit of care, your favorite 
room might turn out to be the one decked out 
in green outside the patio door. 

Just like decorating rooms inside your 
home, careful consideration of complimen- 
tary containers, furnishings, and artwork 
is of the utmost importance. Make choices 
that express your sense of style while work- 
ing with the surrounding architecture, sight- 
lines, and rooms inside. Choose a theme or 
color scheme and commit to it. Layout the 
“furniture” with artwork, container plant- 
ings, and other accessories used thought- 
fully to frame or block views, create focal 
areas, or to soften hard lines. Think about 
how you will use the space, dividing your 
patio or balcony by how you intend to use it. 
A good layout might include seating, dining, 
and cooking areas, each having its own place 
within your open outdoor floor plan. 

Outdoor rooms often need a little privacy 
to shield us from the realities of our neigh- 
bors, regardless of how much we like them. 
Building a fence or planting a hedgerow isn’t 
always an option to screen the sightlines 
and less than desirable focal points of those 
nearby. Strategically-placed container group- 
ings or even living wall systems might be 
just what the doctor ordered to add a bit of 
life to the outside while serving very neces- 
sary purposes. We often think of containers 
as focal points, but with the right placement, 
and proper plant choices, they soon can be 
just the ticket to physically create privacy 
barriers or to psychologically create more 
intimate spaces for us to enjoy while coexist- 
ing with the world around us. Soon the un- 
attractive neighbor or public view becomes 
non-existent, or at the very least minimized 
by the beauty that surrounds your new out- 
door living room. 
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Make your plant choices wisely. Right 
plants in the right place make all the differ- 
ence and can make or break the livability 
factor or the outdoor room. A room can be 
perfectly appointed, but the scrappy plant in 
the corner will always steal the show, leaving 
an unfortunate lasting memory for your VIP 
guests. Understand your light levels, and be 
realistic on how much care you can devote 
your plantings. If you are unsure, don’t be 
afraid to ask. Experts at the garden center 
can help you select appropriate plants, con- 
tainers, and help create winning combina- 
tions that will thrive in your space while coin- 
ciding with your care schedule. 

Green thumbs up for gardeners with- 


out gardens. With a little effort, apartment— - 


dwellers don’t have to feel left out of the 
garden world. They simply have-to-open-up 
to the possibilities right on the balcony, d 
race, or patio. O AA | Е 


Photo courtesy of Scott Endres. 


m 
Scott Endres is co-owner of Веома Gardens and- 
Tangletown's Wise Acre d — n 54th and Nicollet in 
South Minneapolis. E jl 
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FORD TAURUS 


Name one of the most popular automo- 
biles of the past three decades. 

If you said the BMW 3-Series, you are 
right-on a global scale. In the 1990s, the 
3-Series began to outsell mainstream mod- 
els around the world thanks to a boost in 
the economy across both industrial and de- 
veloping countries. They were an outgrowth 
of a world run by Bill Clinton, Tony Blair, 
and Boris Yeltsin when the common person 
chucked the low-priced car for something 
ambitious and upwardly mobile. 

However, I ask the question only for 
North America. That should be an easy one 
to answer since you probably see at least a 
dozen of them on the road every day. They 
range from clapped out models from the 
1980s to current members of the rental car 
fleet. Still, they changed the way we viewed 
the family sedan from the moment they ar- 
rived on the day after Christmas in 1985. 

In this case, it is the Ford Taurus. 

It was Ford's after-Christmas sale that 
prompted a visual adjustment for the Ameri- 
can car buyer. The aerodynamic shape of 
the old Bull welcomed six passengers for 
commuters and road trippers alike. The size 
was right with its front-drive configuration, 
powerful V6 engines, spacious and intuitive 


interiors and huge cargo capacity. Millions 
of units later, many Tauruses are still on the 
road today. 

When production stopped in 2006 of the 
old mid-sized Taurus, Ford sought to re- 
place it two-fold: The smaller Fusion and the 
larger Five Hundred. The Fusion has since 
become one of Ford's best selling passenger 
cars. The Five Hundred was not. 

To save the large Volvo-based front-drive 
sedan, Ford had to do something. A planned 
revision and engine upgrade was not enough 
in the eyes of the company. It needed a more 
important boost-a name change. 

Since 2008, the Taurus name has graced 
a car larger than originally envisioned three 
decades before. It continues to do so. A re- 
design to align the Taurus with current Ford 
styling tenets was executed for 2010. Now, a 
revision to that design seeks to help boost 
Ford in its new mission: to become the big 
sedan for families again. 

Somehow, another task was given to the 
Taurus. As another strong selling vehicle was 
given its final assembly run, a gap in a market 
segment opened up for the Big Bull-public 
safety. To coincide with the ending of the old 
rear-drive Crown Victoria’s run, Ford assigned 
the Taurus to patrol duty. In Minnesota, the 


Department of Public Safety designated the 
Taurus to supplant their fleet of Crown Victo- 
rias out on the highways of our state. The first 
State Patrol Taurus was unveiled at the Min- 
nesota State Fair with its first units to be soon 
reporting for duty late this fall. 

As supposedly planned all along, the new- 
fangled, Volvo-based, front-drive big sedan 
eventually replaced the old rear-drive Panther 
platform. The Taurus now sits at the top of 
Ford’s passenger car food chain. All we want 
to know is whether it truly belongs there. 

Starting on the outside, the changes to 
the 2013 model may seem subtle. The frontal 
tucks fit within the company’s kinetic design 
language. At first glance, you might be apt 
to compare it to an Audi. If you happen to be 
one those people, it would be considered a 
compliment. The goal for this upgrade is to 
simply have an upmarket air for the Taurus. 

Still, the Taurus retains one factor it has 
had since December 26, 1985-to stand out 
in a crowd. The 1960s/1970s inspired design 
of the roofline is a giveaway for today’s Big 
Bull. The rear end-also with a lineage go- 
ing back to the early 1970s-remains unique. 
Modern touches round out the package 
from the Limited’s 19-inch alloy wheels and 
aero-influenced sculpting elsewhere. 
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If I were to push the boundaries of the 
imagination and historic context, what Ford 
has achieved was not just a proper replace- 
ment for the old Taurus and the Crown Vic- 
toria. You might as well consider this the 
perfect modern interpretation of your par- 
ent’s old LTD. 

The Limited tester provided further proof 
of this summation. The level of luxury inside 
the cabin rivals that of more expensive ve- 
hicles in its size class. Black leather adorns 
supportive seats with more adjustments than 
imagined. To get comfortable, you simply play 
with the power seat settings to get it right. 
Both front seats are both heated and cooled 
with variable settings. Rear seat passengers 
are also treated with almost the same level of 
luxury as those up front. Room is more than 
adequate for four adults on long journeys. One 
thing to note is that the front seats are skewed 
against the center console, but not obtrusive to 
feel completely pinned against it. 

The 2013's upgrades could be seen right 
on front of the driver’s seat. MyFord Touch 
has been integrated into the Taurus featur- 
ing a huge center TFT touch screen. You can 
control the SYNC infotainment system along 
with the navigation, Bluetooth-connected 
phone, audio and climate control systems. 
Soft touch buttons also appear below the big 
screen on the center stack. 

The instrumentation binnacle gets Ford’s 
new TFT treatment in the Taurus. Flanking 
the center speedometer are two multifunc- 
tion small screens. The left one gives you all 
of the vehicle’s functions from fuel economy 
and trip computer readouts to showing the 
tachometer and fuel gauge. The right screen 
is aredundant screen for MyFord Touch with 
screens showing you what is playing on the 
audio system to the person you are talking to. 
In terms of what MyFord Touch and SYNC 
could do – this is just scratching the surface. 
There are enough switches on the steering 


wheel to control both of the smaller screens. 

Considering the combination of retro 
and modern design, if you know your Fords 
well enough, you might recognize the shape 
of the instrument fascia as reminiscent of a 
1961-64 Ford Thunderbird-dual cowls with 
a sloping center stack. The modern touch 
comes from the higher level of quality to the 
more tangible parts of the cabin-switches, 
fascia and door surfaces. The steering wheel 
feels right for a lot of different drivers with its 
perfect size, thin, but grippy rim and smart 
controls. For some drivers, using the center 
touch screen would be a bit of a stretch to 
use while driving. The solution to this is to 
use the capabilities of SYNC voice recogni- 
tion and using the redundant switches on 
the steering wheel to work MyFord Touch’s 
functions. 

Sound comes from a Sony-powered audio 
system fed by SYNC and MyFord Touch. 
Twelve speakers of sound provide the mood 
from a series of sources, including Siri- 
usXM, Bluetooth-fed audio files, HD Radio, 
and other sources SYNC connects with. The 
bottom line of SYNC and MyFord Touch: it 
works very, very well. Infotainment, backed 
by a brilliant sound and ease of operation, 
makes for great driving pleasure. Ford has 
simply nailed it here. 

Under the hood is Ford's familiar 3.5litre 
V6 – a versatile powerplant that powers a 
chunk of its most popular products. With 288 
horsepower and 254 pound-feet of torque on 
tap, this engine had more than ample power 
to haul over two tons of automobile. As an 
added sustainable bonus, you can either 
pour in regular unleaded fuel or E-85 ethanol 
to feed this V6. 

Connected to the FlexFuel V6 is a smooth 
shifting six-speed automatic transmission. 
Power is sent down to all four wheels us- 
ing Ford’s latest all-wheel drive system. The 
combination of the V6 and all-wheel drive 
would be the most likely driveline for a 
Taurus in our neck of the woods. You could 
choose the 240-horsepower EcoBoost 2.0li- 
tre four-cylinder turbocharged engine for 
a new twist on the Taurus and a few more 
miles per gallon of efficiency. However, the 
petrol-only EcoBoost 2.0litre turbo it is only 
available in front-wheel drive. 

The key to a good large sedan is a set 
of driving dynamics designed to soothe 
the soul. The Taurus made some serious 
improvements in this department. The ride 
is solid, smooth and absorbent. Road im- 
perfections and other bumps were felt, but 


the Taurus’s suspension does a great job of 
keeping them from shocking through the 
cabin. Once inside the cabin, you are insulat- 
ed from the world outside with many differ- 
ent forms of sound deadening. I will say that 
the Taurus was one of the quietest vehicles I 
have driven so far this year. 

Through the curves, the Taurus leaned 
a tad with plenty of body and suspension 
control. It would not be the choice to tack- 
le sharp, winding roads, but the Taurus 
was competent through some nice curvy 
stretches in town and out in the country. The 
nineteen-inch Michelin tires provided great 
grip and a quiet ride to boot. Steering was 
also competent, exhibiting decent reflexes, 
nominal numbness, and a light feel at center. 
Brakes were sharp and to the point in both 
regular and panic stops. In all, the Taurus 
was one solid big sedan. 

One of the challenges in a big sedan is fuel 
economy, especially when mixing regular 
petrol with E85 Ethanol. Overall, the Taurus 
V6 FlexFuel with all-wheel drive averaged 
22.0MPG. Honestly, that is considered par for 
the course for 4,000-pound-plus sedans. 

Because the Taurus now sits on the top 
of Ford’s lineup, its pricing has followed 
this trend. The 2013 lineup starts off with 
SE sedan at around $27,000. This Limited 
all-wheel-drive tester is stickered at $39,940. 
You get a lot for your money at that price 
point, but it is well worth it. Yet, you could 
save $5,400 by going with the lower SEL 
model concentrating on the MyFord Touch, 
the SYNC, and the leather seating while los- 
ing a few luxuries found on the top package 
in the Limited. 

In today’s big sedan market, there is 
now a choice between some very distinctive 
models. While some have a bit of pedigree 
through its brand name, one should not ig- 
nore the Ford Taurus when shopping in this 
segment. The advantage of its on-board tech- 
nology, proven driveline and solid road man- 
ners would put the Taurus in favor over both 
domestic and foreign brands. 

The groundbreaking American sedan of 
27 years ago has matured into its new role 
nicely. It may have grown in considerable 
dimensions, stature, levels of luxury, and 
technology-the essence of this big sedan 
still remains a Taurus. 


Randy Stern is an automotive writer from Robbinsdale, 
Minnesota. He can be followed at Victory & Reseda - 
http://www.randystern.net. 
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AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 


Continued from page 30 


What would you say to a person 
who still thinks only a heterosexual 
couple can raise healthy children? 

PM: Children watch how we interact 
with each other. They learn respect and 
tolerance from watching us respect and 
be tolerant of others. They learn how to 
disrespect and bully others from watch- 
ing us disrespect and bully others. There 
is substantial evidence, supported by the 
leading medical organizations in the coun- 
try, including the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the American Academy of Fam- 
ily Physicians, the American Psychological 
Association, and the American Medical As- 
sociation, which demonstrates that children 
who are raised in same-sex households 
turn out just as well-in all areas-as those 
raised by heterosexual parents. In fact, chil- 
dren raised by same-sex parents tend to be 
more nurturing toward younger children 
and tolerate higher levels of diversity. 


LM: What actions have you taken 
to defeat the proposed amendment? 

PM: Last year, I testified before the 
State Senate and House Judiciary Hear- 
ing Committees against ће amendment. 
I have also volunteered by participating 
in phone banks in the Minneapolis of- 
fice. The phone banks have been calling 
voters to have conversations with them 
about voting NO. I talk to my neighbors, 
relatives and friends all the time to make 
sure they know the importance of vot- 
ing NO and encourage them to talk to 
their neighbors, relatives, and friends. I 
asked my parents to put a yard sign out 
in Chaska. They were a bit reluctant at 
first, but I got a text message from them 
asking for another because their next- 
door neighbor wanted one. 


LM: Based on your experience, 
how should Minnesota promote 
stronger and healthier families? 

PM: The proposed marriage amend- 
ment strengthens no families. We should 
focus on policies that actually strength- 
en all families. An example would be 
improved access to and affordability 
of excellent healthcare for all children. 
Another would be eliminating the exist- 
ing achievement gap in our education 
system and increasing access to pre-K 
programs. The AAP has identified that 
there is a strong link between the health 
and well being of children and the sup- 
port and encouragement of all parents 
and strong family relationships. 0 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | Eien Krug 


The Book 


Iwas barely eight years old-a human ta- 
bula rasa-when I first saw what made girls 
different from boys. 

Thus reads the first sentence of my book, 
Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, Hon- 
esty and Gender Change. 

It's been a long time coming. I'm not en- 
tirely done, either—it will be February, 2013, 
before the memoir is on Amazon. Much ofthe 
process has been equivalent to herding cats. 

For one, I'm not a trained writer. In fact, 
it's way worse than that. As many of my read- 
ers know, I was a lawyer, schooled in legal 
writing, the kind of prose that begins with, 
"May it please the Court." 

Horrible stuff, actually. Far too linear and 
plastic. 

I walked into the Loft Literary Center 
in January, 2009 and announced, “1 want to 
write my story." I eyed twenty genetic wom- 
en and one wispy man. The man didn’t last, 
but every woman stuck it out through a four 
month memoir course. 

I wrote my first words—a short piece 
about my father’s death. It was wordy and 
unfocused, yet there was something about 
it that my classmates liked. “It’s a powerful 
story even if the writing leaves something to 
be desired,” one woman said with a smile. 

I went back to my computer. With a re- 
vision in hand, I said, “I know this probably 
isn’t good enough.” 

The class instructor answered, “You have 
to own it, Ellen.” 

It was perfect advice. From then on, I 
owned whatever I wrote. My goal: write as a 
human for other humans. 

I wanted to work with an actual print pub- 
lication. I approached an Iowa LGBT monthly 
and offered to write about experiencing life 
from a transgender person’s perspective. I 
submitted a first proposed column. It was crap. 
Arthur, the editor, pushed me to do better. 

Ireturned with words etched from my heart. 

“Now that’s better,” Arthur responded. 

In February, 2010, the Iowa monthly pub- 
lished my very first column, “Listen to Your- 
self: You May Hear Something Important.” 

I took a sabbatical from my law career. I 
wrote in between surgeries that changed my 
body to match my female spirit. 

I wrote so much that I burned out a Dell 


laptop. 

I contacted Lavender Magazine and 
asked if it wanted a columnist with a differ- 
ent take on life. Thirteen months ago, Skirt- 
ing the Issues debuted. 

I pushed on with my book. I hired an edi- 
tor. “It's a great story,” she reported, “but, 
you've got a long way to go in your writing." 
She had published an acclaimed memoir, 
and I listened. 

Luckily, I found a writing group with writ- 
ers who were better than me. That was key, 
of course—you never learn from a writer 
who isn’t as good as you. It rubbed off. Even- 
tually, I wrote at least B-grade. 

For me, the lawyer, that was pretty damn 
good. 

I overhauled the manuscript. Then I re- 
vised it a million times. 

A friend asked, “Aren’t you done with that 
thing yet?” 

I started to give talks about my life story. 
Invariably, people came up to me. “When will 
your book be out?” many asked. 

“Pm working on it,” was my constant reply. 

Even without ever seeing a draft of my 
memoir, a college professor emailed that she 
wanted to use the book as a classroom text. 

I thought, “Those poor kids.” 

There are a few—particularly certain fam- 
ily members and friends—who wonder why 
Га want to splash my life across 300 pages. 
Some have lives intertwined with mine. We're 
talking fear and embarrassment here. 

Throw in that there are already a number 
of books that tell the “transgender story,” 
and one may wonder why Га go to the trou- 
ble. Is it all ego? 

Td like to think not. 

Another writer who has seen much of 
my book says this: I see your story as uni- 
versal. It tells how it’s possible for each of 
us to make one small decision after another. 
Eventually, we’re led to the place where we 
declare a major change based on our choice 
to embrace an integrity that makes it impos- 
sible to do anything but live our own truth. 

“Live our own truth?” If you ask me, that’s 
a pretty good review for any memoir. 

Maybe more than one person will see the 
book that way. 

I can only hope. O 
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ACCOUNTING 8: BOOKKEEPING 


BARBERS HOME SERVICES 


4500 Park Glen Rd. 
Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 


55416 
Professionals p 612-822-7177 
f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


APPLIANCE REPAIR 8: SERVICE 


Sucking since 1975 


Made in America Matters 
Vè Choose American 
- «(6 1500 Dale Street N 
Saint Paul, MN 
651-489-1500 


just 3 1/2 Blocks South of Larpenteur 
vacthatthingup.com 


Vacuum Center 
Sales and Service 
Open Mon-Fri 9-7 Sat-Sun 10-5 


ATTORNEYS 


BANKRUPTCY | 


Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


CAZALES LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 
www.cazaleslaw.com | C. Alexander fEazales, Esq. 


LGBTQ Youth, 
Family óe Elder Law 


Chris D. Kramer 
Attorney at Law 


(612) 
298-5656 


KringleLaw.com 


AUTOMOTIVE 


_ osea, — 
(HAGENS 2252.) 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


www.hagensautobody.com Е | 
28th & Lyndale Ave 5, Mpls E 
(612) 872-6671 i 
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A - Z ELECTRIC 


E ме do (almost) anything A-Z! 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


on 
No job too small • Residential or Commercial 


\ 24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 


A New Fashioned Barbershop Chris 612.275.2117 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 • Minneapolis 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Brian: 612.309.8743 | 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT Geta 
EXECUTIVE WANTED SE 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive Good Stuff Е = 
d'Ee 


for Lavender Media, leaders 651-288-2808 


in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter Very best service for 


and resume to: the very best price. 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


Small Local Company 


FLORAL SHOPS 


TREE SERVICE 


| | m ABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVAL 
4 —=— с G, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


\ ae eae ае Florist “We'l go OUT on a limb for you.” 
Fill Ge home with dde FREE vecina is ese poo 
grance and bounty. 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Gertified Arborist on Staff 
651-646-7244 Е : — 
www.gardenofeva.net Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 


1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 Stump Grinding • Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 


Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease and 
Oak Wilt protection treatments 
HOME SERVICES 25+ yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS + TILING + PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE + DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREMN.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry 8 remodeling 
epainting 8 repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 

Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #M1764#M359 


07491 10/11 


Roofing + Siding + Windows + Gutters + Decks + Painting 


Let us show you how we can optimize your home 
improvement experience. Ask about our summer 
specials and storm damage renovation programs. 


RDavisConstruction.com 
info@rdavisconstruction.com 


612.259.8363 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
INSURANCE | 


LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE 
for the GLBT community 


Steven Henning 
www.stevenhenningltci.com 
651-459-6532 


Trad Radmanovidi 
tracradmanovich-linkedin 
651-775-7703 


Representing multiple companies. GLBT couples can receive 
couples discounts up to 40% 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


=: p 


INSURANCE 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


GREAT SERVICE — GREAT RATES! 


Providing Insurance and Financial Services 
ML Auto * Home • Life « Health 
| | Retirement * Business * Bank 


State kaki 


23 Years Experience 


www.KimberlyNybo.com 
Email: Kim@NyboAgency.com 


Gentle, Sensitive, : 
One-at-a-time | 2 а 


(651) 633-4564 
ET папа сс сот 


LARPENTEUR ANIMAL HOSP 


"Because Our Pets are Family” 
Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 


Free First Exam 
Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie рше GO 
Dr. Christy Hu tchins 


1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. ~ o? 
651-487-3712 • larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


Advertise your business in 
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Call 612-436-4698 


Carise Rotach-Beard 


MA, LAMFT, Psychotherapist 
3 Individual A Relationship Counseling 
x 651-983-9215 


sparkcollabo.com 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist e 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


= 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Í SCOTT HAUBRICH 
a 612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Don't Procrastinate! 
Buy Now. Thank Me Later. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist 5 


MAVRIK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


612.270.5722 


You can now 


see the 


online a 


ONLINE MAGAZINE. 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


OUR SCENE 


INTERVIEW 


Ahoy, Gays! 


OVER THE years, there have been so 
many brave СВІТ trailblazers—people 
who have risked their lives and careers 
to protect our rights and make us more 
accepted. Well, peeps, you can now count 
your own Jennifer Parello among this no- 
ble group!Last week, I became the first gay 
member of my local yacht club. 

Over the years, in order to make my life 
seem much more exciting and amusing 
than it actually is, I have used this column 
to wildly exaggerate situations. But there 
is no need for me to be creative about this 
episode. I only need to transcribe my notes 
on what actually took place. 

My mom was recently diagnosed with 
advanced cancer. Initially, I tried to moti- 
vate her by suggesting that she must live 
for her grandchildren. That proved to be a 
less than compelling argument. So, I told 
her that if she agreed to chemo, I'd join my 
yacht club and take her for lunch there as 
soon as she could stomach food. Her eyes 
lit up and she said, *Oooooh, I'll need to 
get something new to wear." (My mother 
is a clotheshorse, so an opportunity to go 
shopping and lunching trumps any pesky 
discomfort from chemo.) 

'The club is basically a broken down bar 
and grill that has a great view of the harbor. 
I assumed that membership would include 
little more than filling out an application 
and paying a small fee. So, I was surprised 
when the “Rear Admiral” (a courtesy title 
for the club's membership director) de- 
manded that I meet him for an interview 
before deciding whether to accept my 
membership. 

The first thing I noticed about the Rear 
Admiral was that he was drunk out of his 
gourd. Thus, the interview consisted of 
him drooling on himself and rambling 


about how he is solely responsible for the 
success of the club and how everyone else 
sucks. Just when he began nodding off and 
was about to pass out in a pool of his own 
spittle, he suddenly roused himself. 

“Гуе always been a risk taker" he 
slurred. “I've always wanted to get some 
gays in this club. When I saw your applica- 
tion, I took it to the board and demanded 
that they let you in. Their only concern is 
that you might just be pretending to be gay." 

"That's what my parents have been hop- 
ing for years," I said. 

He pulled a document from a folder 
with a flourish and laid it in front of me 
to sign. The title was “Declaration of Ho- 
mosexuality.” It was authored by someone 
who was either very drunk or had a ter- 
rible head injury. 

The document was the club's ham- 
handed attempt to confirm that my girl- 
friend and I are indeed sleeping with each 
other and, therefore, eligible for a joint 
membership, and not simply a couple of 
straight girls trying to cheat the club out of 
a membership fee. 

After signing the document and declar- 
ing my homosexuality, the Rear Admiral 
felt the need to prove just how open-mind- 
ed he is. He jumped up from the table and 
grabbed the ass of a guy sitting at the bar. 
He planted a kiss on his cheek and called 
him “Sweetie.” “We do gay stuff like that 
here all the time," he proudly exclaimed. 

I’m certain that gay history books will 
one day herald my bravery at joining the 
gayest non-gay yacht club in all the land. 
But, for now, ГИ settle for the look on my 
mom’s face when in the midst of her first 
lunch at the club, a couple of drunk straight 
guys tongue kiss at the bar just to make us 
feel welcome. O 
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Kathleen Watson 


Here's a snippet of an 
exclusive interview 
Lavender scored with 
Ani DiFranco! 


Photo by Sherrin Lainez 


KNOWN FOR her refusal to sign every 
record deal she was offered, Ani DiFranco 
uses her music and her independent record 
label, Righteous Babe Records, to share 
her political and social views. Ani speaks 
out against corporate control, injustice, pa- 
triarchy, and the upcoming Minnesota anti- 
marriage amendment—motivating and in- 
spiring her listeners to think creatively and 
constructively about the changes they can 
make in the world. 

Though Ani is happily married to her 
husband, she is openly bisexual and has long 
been an advocate for bisexual awareness and 
acceptance. Ani takes her opportunity to 
share her experiences seriously, saying "To 
not talk about it, while it's easier, isn't nearly 
as effective in social change. So I started us- 
ing myself and my own experience. The ac- 
tivist side in me had the will to put that shit 
out there, throw some stuff against the wall 
of society and see what happened...I feel that 
to be important work so I'm willing to do it." 

Ani could "talk til the sun goes down 
about what I want to change in America," but 
she is hopeful about the state of marriage in 
the United States. She believes, “It's been 
a long time coming, and the victories have 
been amazing and thrilling. I imagine that 
every last state is going to follow suit and 
that we will have marriage equality in our 
lifetime...Of course I feel like everyone who 
wants to get married should be able to get 
married and have equal rights." D 


For more exclusive content, and to hear Ani's views on 
feminism, patriarchy, motherhood, and more, visit www. 
lavendermagazine.com. 


IMANHUNT 


PRESENTS 


AN UNDERWEAR PARTY AT 
PANTS OFF: 11:30PM | 21+ 


HOSTED BY 
WITH DJ 


EJ Aviance Todd B 


515 Washington Ave S, Minneapolis 
www.eagleboltbar.com 


MEDIA PARTNER LAVENDER MAGAZINE 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendiy 
non-profit organizations. To re- 
serve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436-4698 or 
email advertising@lavenderma- 
gazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease о 
addiction. 


PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 
Center Giy, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project The 

Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 
Food Shelf an Supportive Services. 


730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness. 


org 


Clare Housing 

Affordable housing, supportive 
services & compassionate care 
to people living with HIV/AIDS, 
Volunteer opportunities available! 
Minneapolis, M 

(612) 236-9515 


www.clarehousing.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave., 4th FI. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 

WWW. ШМрго ram.org 
www.stopsyphMN.com 
wwwinsPOlorg/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 
The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
ark Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to аира in research studies. 

420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 

Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human 
History. Free Admission Daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 
"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, wor 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LL? 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Second Foundation School 
Academic Freedom Since 1970 
K-12 Democratic School 
Unique Inclusive Community 
Take Charge of Your Education 


Be Yourself! 
1219 University Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 


Contact Starri Hedges 
612-378-1014 
SecondFSchool@gmail.com 
www.SecondFoundationSchool.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota’s largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Aye. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 

supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 

www. minneapolisbiketour.com 

mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 

Serving men, women and families in 
an inclusive, welcoming environment. 
Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www. ywcampls.org 


HEALTH 8: WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 

Offering respectful, affordable sexual 

health to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytree 

Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 

the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
ealth, healing and learning. 

3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 

www.parknicollet.com 

www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 


Check out our online catalogue. 
1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 


St. Paul, MN 
(651) 641-0969 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

Radio without boundaries. 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the studentrun radio station 
of the University of Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. 5. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


62 | LAVENDER | SEPTEMBER 20-OCTOBER 3, 2012 


MEN'S HEALTH 

Among Men 

Educates and supports men to 
develop a greater confidence around 
their sexuality and sexual health. 
1300 S. 2nd St., Ste. 300 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 626-7937 
amongmenQumn.edu 
www.amongmen.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

d 221-2547 


tip://www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading уепџе for the presentation of 
the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
know where to look. Expand your 
vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 

Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 


www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 


www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil War, 

1968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www. HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and new work while sparking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 
Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the EE 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 672-0480 


www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Мапзка, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www. minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.О. Вох 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission program. 
1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd largest pan-Asian 
erforming arts organization in the 

Bes and is home fo Theater Mu, an 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

drumming group. 

355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

be 789-1012 


tip://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 

performing arts and educational 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to thrilling 
contemporary theatre and the Twin 
Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 


www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www. latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 


www.thelabtheater.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 389-SONG (7664) 
chorusQtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 

Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 523-4325 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 
Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes for retired 
racing greyhounds. Greyhounds 
are calm, good-natured, and make 
excellent pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 

www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

Р. О. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Duluth Superior Pride 

Our Colors Won't Run! Join us for the 
4-day festival held over Labor Day 
weekend. 

P.O. Box 3198 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 761-0726 


www.dspride.com 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
and board members. Contact us 


today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Churc 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

e welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Congregational Church of 
Minnesota 

Friendly open/affirming, “Just Peace” 
community; welcoming persons of all 
races, cultures and sexual orientations. 
500 8th Ave. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 331-3816 


www.firstchurchmn.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www, firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey with 
Hennepin’s Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and more. 

511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
urch, 

A covenant network congregation 

welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227.6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community Congre- 
gational United Church of Christ 
n open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 
06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 
|35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
inneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Mayim Rabim Reconstructionist 
Congregation 

We are an evolving urban Jewish 
community үе соты diverse 
backgrounds and celebrating our 
зћагед heritage. 

Friends Meeting House 

4401 York Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55410 
612-247-5490 


www.mayimrabim.org 


Minneapolis Jewish Federation 
We build community, care for the 
welfare of Jews everywhere & 
maximize participation in Jewish life. 
13100 Wayzata Blvd., Suite 200 
Minnetonka, MN 

(952) 593-2600 


www.jewishminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Traditional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, The 
Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 871-7400 


www. plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your fait! 
journey... 

t. Mark’s Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan Ministr 
+ PASTORAL САВЕ + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach 
of St. Paul-Reformation Church to the 
GLBTQA Community. 
100 N. Oxford St. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 224-3371 
www.stpaulref.org 
St. Paul’s United Church of 

rist 
A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 
congregation welcoming "you" on 
Gods journey of love and justice. 
900 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 224-5809 
www.SPUCConSummit.org 


Temple of ECK 

ECKANKAR 

Worship Services the first Sunday of 
each month, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
7450 Powers Blvd, 

Chanhassen, MN 

(952) 380-2200 
www.lempleofECK.org 


Union Congregational United 
Church of Christ 


Socially and theologically progressive. 


Open and affirming. A ‘Just Peace! 
church, founded in 1883. 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 
952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 


www. mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicolet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 


Wholly committed to making life better 


for our most vulnerable citizens since 
1865. 

2485 Como Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 


www.lssmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town o 
afton, MN. | hards. din 
nique shopping, orchards, dining, 
хала Баг, get B&B. ч 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 

The perfect day trip...or weekend 

getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 

from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/Cruise/ 

Nightlife. Stay overnight! 

Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 


Convention & Visitors Bureau 


5 
51-1717 
www. DiscoverStillwater.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and В & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings “Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 
Minnesota Zoo 
Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 
Numerous special events. 
ма. 


КАНЕ ТЕ MN 
e Valle 
(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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М5. BEHAVIOR" 


Мегу! Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I met my friend Jim when he was a call 
boy. Our fourth time together, during our 
first all-nighter, I offered him a chance to 
change his life. I would support him, and ask 
for no sexual favors. 

After nine months of seeing each other, I 
rented an apartment for him. Several months 
later I offered him an older car to use. I trans- 
ferred the title and insured the car in his name, 
but kept the actual paperwork in my posses- 
sion. After two short weeks we had a nasty 
fight and we have not gotten back together 
since, except for two quick dinner dates with- 
out spending the night together. I got fed up 
and asked for the car back; Jim refused, and 
I got a lawyer to write a letter. He still refused. 

I do still love him, but I can see that he 
has used me. Am I wrong to ask for the car 
back and go through with a lawsuit? Jim is 
seeing someone else now. He is paying for 
his own apartment now and has a job. 

-STEVE 


Dear Steve: 

Ms. Behavior cannot offer legal advice, 
but when she imagines herself in judicial 
robes (as she often does) the title issue 
strikes her as fishy. If you did not intend for 
Jim to keep the car, you should have kept the 
title in your own name. 

You may feel used, but the deal you made 
to "change Jim's life," was not one-sided. 
Your agreement helped Jim, but keeping Jim 
also made you feel good (i.e, powerful, sexy, 


or desired). So try not to feel victimized by 
a situation that you arranged. You'll be more 
at peace if you can see that you and Jim both 
benefited from the relationship. 

Now Jim has a job and is paying for his 
own apartment, so it sounds like your assis- 
tance did help him. When you offered him 
the opportunity to change his life, wasn't 
your intention at least partly to be generous? 
You say you love him. If that's true, your feel- 
ings for him probably did not end the mo- 
ment you stopped sleeping together. Maybe 
it would actually make you both feel happy if 
you allow him to keep the car. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My girlfriend of five years called me re- 
cently to dump me because one of her gay 
male friends shared with her the fact that I 
had spent the night at his place. Yes, it was 
that kind of sleep over. She did not know I 
was bisexual and I saw no reason to tell her. 
When she informed me that she did not 
want to see me again and the reason, I said, 
"Fine." I was tired of her B.S. anyway. 

Now I am fully immersed in the gay life- 
style and have no intention of doing any more 
switch hitting. When my ex realized I was not 
going to ask for her forgiveness and try to 
make amends, she really got pissed. Now she 
really wants me back. What should I do? 

-UNDECIDED 


Dear Undecided: 


Why were you so hostile toward your 


girlfriend? 

“Who me?" Ms. Behavior hears you saying. 

Yes, you. You didn't just have sex with 
some other loosey goosey dyke, you had 
sex with a gay man. But it wasn't just some 
random poofter you boffed, it was your girl- 
friend's friend. You kept your sleepover with 
him a secret from your girlfriend, which pre- 
sumably created some drama because of her 
friendship with him. You saw "no reason" to 
tell your girlfriend that you're bisexual and 
you also apparently forgot to inform her that 
you're a cheater. (It doesn't sound like you 
were having an open relationship.) 

You stirred up a lot of drama and now you 
don't seem to feel responsible for any of it. 
You talk about how your ex feels (pissed) and 
what your ex wants (allegedly you, although 
frankly, it's hard to imagine why), without 
mentioning how you feel or what you want. 
When she dumped you, your only response 
was "Fine." Now that she wants you back, you 
don't know what you want. 

If your ex were to write to Ms. Behavior, 
Ms. Behavior would suggest therapy, since 
your ex seems to suffer from a frightening 
lack of ability to protect herself. 

You should consider therapy, too. A skilled 
therapist might help you to discover what 
lurks beneath all that alarming detachment. 
Perhaps you were wounded by Mommy or 
Daddy. Clean it up and you may be lucky 
enough to find something pleasant under- 
neath all that frothy drama. 0 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 
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How difficult it is to be yourself! 
Comme il est difficile d'étre soi-méme! 
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APPAREL 


Consignment Leather Clothing & 
Bicycle Rental - Resale leather clothing 
including jackets, coats, vests, chaps, 
pants, skirts, belts, etc. Formerly Just 
Broken In’, Uptown. Also rent bicycles. 
218 Main Street N., Stillwater,MN 55082. 
www.JannasHidesandRides.com. 


COTTAGE HOUSE e An Occasional 
Market e Next sale: A FALL FLING! 
October 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, Wed. 1-7pm, 
Th-Fri 10am-7pm, Sat-Sun 10am-6pm. 
e 4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, 
MN. www.thecottagehousempls.com 


38th STREET URBAN OUTLET. Retro, 
vintage, kitsch & much more. Cool 
things you want, useful stuff you 
need. Thrifty fun! 5 E. 38th St., Mpls. 
(612) 287-5715. http://www.facebook. 
com/38thstreeturbanoutlet. 


HOME SERVICES 


RUSTY NAIL WOODCRAFT since 1985. 
Quality custom cabinetry, desks, tables, 
bedroom furniture etc. Quality and 
customer satisfaction are key, from a 
single vanity to a whole house. www. 
rustynailwoodcraft.com. Ben Pawlak: 
(952) 938-6452. 


PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
Interior & Exterior Painting. Plus 
Carpentry Services. Call: (651) 917-2881 
or go to www.proteampaintingplus.com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


Housekeeping and More. Efficient, 
thorough and experienced. Weekly, 
monthly or occasional cleanings. | can 
also do organizing and small repairs, 
just ask. Very reasonable. Fred (612) 
250-7977. 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


We walk dogs! Bark Avenue, Etc. Insured 
and Bonded. Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 
(cats tool. Energetic. Responsible. 
Flexible. www.barkavenueminneapolis. 
com. | mb(dbarkavenueminneapolis.com. 
(612) 423.4523. Twin Cities Metro Area. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


TOM GLASER, MS, PSYCHOLOGIST • 
COACH e CELEBRANT. (612) 240-4289. 
http://www.tomglaserlp.com/. 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., Licensed 
Psychologist. 19 years experience. 
Focusing on mindful intentional living. 
Learning to live with uncertainty in 
an uncertain world. Adult individuals/ 
couples. No charge initial session. (612] 
922-9100, kate_heffelfingerfamsn.com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC 
in South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 
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THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


The Narcissist 


I was narcissistic for writing so often about myself. 


WHEN I was a boy, I sought every- 
one’s affection, and when I failed to find 
it, I whined. I stomped my feet and locked 
myself in my bedroom. I would have none 
of the subsequent coddling that came from 
my family (and later my friends), and I would 
listen to no one who said, “Not everyone’s 
going to like you.” In my mind, for whatever 
twisted reason, if one person didn’t like me 
then no one did, and, even more immaturely, 
no one ever would. Remnants of this way of 
thinking stay with me today. 

I've grown up a lot since then, but I'm still 
sometimes that boy under his sheets, whin- 
ing about the world and slipping into quiet 
“me, me, me” tantrums. This is especially 
true when it comes to love, when every mo- 
ment-every word, every action-is up for 
analysis: a selfish and constant reaffirmation 
of “yes, he really does love me.” 

After reading this thought, some of you 
will say, “I see myself in that light, too. I 
too sometimes feel like a child when I don’t 
get my way or not everyone likes me”—the 
thought resonates with you. Others will 
opine that the preceding admission is itself 
an admission of narcissism. Some of you will 
think that this public confession is proof of 
that very point: that I’m self-aggrandizing via 
false modesty. 

I encourage and welcome both thoughts. 
As a writer, I am inherently telling the world 
(or at least a tiny fraction of it) that I have 
something worth saying, something that 


others will want to hear, something that is in 
some way differential to what others will say. 
This is egotistical of me, but this is true of all 
writers-from commentators to poets, we all 
think our words are worth something to the 
world, if only on just the paper they're written. 
Why otherwise put so much effort into it? It 
then follows that being a writer, especially in 
a public forum, means welcoming criticism 
worth reading... and engaging. A reader gave 
me pause recently when she said she thought 
I was narcissistic for writing so often about 
myself. And it got me thinking... what consti- 
tutes a “narcissist?” And am I one? 

As I see it, the signs of a narcissist are, 
in no order: mastery of vanity, relentless 
insecurity, general obsession with oneself, 
and the ever-present need to exalt unto the 
world one’s own perils and triumphs, no mat- 
ter how modest their portrayal-all largely 
without regard for other people. The true 
narcissist is thus, at his worst, most nearly 
a sociopath. 

My description is as scientific as it is 
precise (and it is neither): an admission any 
critic would welcome, as itself contains a 
validation that I, audacious enough to define 
the word, am narcissistic. 

“Narcissist” is a term we use freely, and 
when we are being honest, we readily as- 
cribe it to ourselves, partially. 

Are you a narcissist? Quite likely your an- 
swer is no. Even if you are one—under any- 
one else's definition—you'll find a way out of 


fitting your own criteria. But neither would 
you deny that you have some of the nasty vic- 
es we outline a narcissist having—our appre- 
ciation for hearing praise for ourselves, for 
example, though not an attribute exclusive 
to the narcissist, is no doubt a prerequisite. 
I ask myself: am I narcissist? If I must 
meet ALL the requirements of my proposed 
definition, I say no, I am not, but if a simple 
majority suffices, I say yes: (1) Check, I am 
vain: I have not “mastered” vanity, but I give 
it far more than its fair share of my time. (2) 
Check, I am self-obsessed: I am obsessed 
with myself in the sense that I want to be 
better at everything I do, and I focus on 
this objective—I want to be a better writer, 
a better friend, a better dresser, a better hair- 
styler, a better worker-outer. (3) Check, I do 
concern others with my personal tragedies 
and triumphs, but unlike the narcissist, I 
strive not for sympathy or a pat on the back, 
but for solidarity, and not just for myself. We 
all crave to know that we aren’t alone in our 
thoughts or experiences, no matter how self- 
ish, immature, pitiful, or tragic those may be. 
I aim to show others that they aren't alone. 
But most importantly, (4) Unchecked. 
My greatest obsession is other people. My 
most damning characteristic, since child- 
hood, is the need to please others, to make 
sure everyone around me is happy, because, 
and this is corny as fuck, I can't stand to 
know that someone else feels alone. I know 
what it's like. And I know you do, too. L1 
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7417 Brooklyn Blvd. | Brooklyn Park 8033 Knox Ave. 5. | Bloomington 
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Bestincentives ofthe year! 
You must come drive one because 
You can have it all! 


0% financing up to 60 months 
No money down 
90 days to first payment 
OR 
FIAT 500 Pop's starting at: $15,450 (MSRP: $16200) 
FIAT 500 Sport's starting at: $15,500 (MSRP: $18000) 
FIAT 500 Lounge's starting at: $17150 (MSRP: $19650) 


This incentive is for in stock vehicles only... contact the studio for details. 


WWW.FIATMINNEAPOLIS. COM 
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PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 


KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 4096 Alc/Vol. 


©2012 Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA. 
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